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W. T. MYERS. 
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PREFACE. 



In fearful times like the present, when 
under the semblance of liberal principles, 
inroads are perhaps insidiously meditated 
into the sacred pale of the Church, it is 
the religious obligation of every, even the 
humblest of her ministers, to " stand be- 
tween the porch and the altar ;" not only 
in the solemn exercise of prayer to God, to 
avert the danger from the people ; but in 
the more active service of exposing the 
misrepresentations of those who " call good 
evil, and evil good :" not only in the dis- 
charge of the ministerial duties at home, 
ad 



but in the equally important defence of 
the flock from the dangers abroad. 

Such, in a peculiar manner, may be con- 
sidered the plausible insinuations which are 
ungenerously thrown out upon all suitable 
occasions, against the Protestant Church, 
for the furtherance of political purposes. 
These calumnies seldom assuming a tan- 
gible shape, so as to admit of refutation, 
go out into the world, wearing the form 
of truth ; and from the popularity of 
their authors, deceive credulous and un- 
suspecting minds, which seldom take the 
pains to enquire whether they be the result 
of prejudice or principle : whether the 
moral and religious characters of men, 
who make assertions derogatory to the 
established religion of the realm, entitle 
those assertions, so grave and serious, to 
implicit credit and consideration : or in- 



deed, whether the Assertors themselves, 
as friends to the Constitution in Church 
and State, be influenced by a pure and 
impartial spirit of truth : or as enemies, 
be secretly purposing to undermine by 
degrees the foundation of our sacred and 
venerable Church, in order the more effec- 
tually to compass the downfall of the 
State, by the fatal expedient of dissolv- 
ing their vital union. 

When the British Senate has become 
the theatre of eloquent, but unmanly and 
ilHberal reflection upon the unrivalled 
Liturgy of a Church, which is justly es- 
teemed, by all good men, to be the strong- 
est bulwark, and brightest ornament of the 
Crown ; there are signs in the times, which 
claim the humblest abilities as well as the 
■ most splendid talents of the Clergy, in one 
united effort, to watch over, and protect 
a 4 
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the Protestant Religion established by Law : 
the Englishman's birthright ; the people's 
happiness ; and the nation's safeguard ! 

These considerations have induced an 
humble individual to contribute his mite 
towards so important an object; and if he 
shall have shielded one stone only of the 
goodly fabric from unhallowed touch, he 
will be truly happy to have been an instru- 
ment in the hand of Providence in doing 
.good. 

During the last Session of Parliament, 
■in vindicating what are called the " rights 
of the Catholics," animadversions were 
made upon the inconsistency of the Pro- 
testant Church of England, in retaining 
in her Liturgy the ^M«na*mn Creed; re- 
presenting it to be as palpable an instance 
of exclusive hierarchy, as any that can be 
objected to the Roman Catholic religion,. 



Had an honest and liberal enquiry into 
the truth of this assertion, been preferred to 
a blind acquiescence with the vulgar pre- 
judices of the day, so ignorantly enter- 
tained towards this valuable summary of 
the Christian Faith ; it would have been 
discovered, that the anomaly so bitterly 
complained of, does by no means exist ; 
and that the just principle for admitting;, 
and retaining, this most Orthodox Creed 
in the Book of Common Prayer ; was its 
perfect agreement with the pure and holy 
doctrines and spirit of the Christian Faith, 
as revealed in the Gospel ; and its entire 
accordance with the other truly evange- 
lical Creeds, Sacraments, Articles, and 
Prayers of the Established Church. 

As the period is at hand, when the same 
arguments will probably be urged in sup- 
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port of the cause of the Roman Catholic, 

at the expense of the Protestant Church ; 

We shall endeavour to establish the truth 

of these observatiofis by the force of evi- 
dence. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The Church of "England is a Christian 
Communion, " built upon the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner-stone, in 
whom all the building fitly framed toge- 
ther, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord." 

The Gospel of Christ is the standard to 
which her Creeds, Articles, Sacraments, 
and Services, are conformed ; and the wis- 
dom and piety of ages have contributed to 
make her " adorn the doctrine of God her 
Saviour in all things." 

In the essential obligations of the 
Christian Fai^h, the Protestant Established 
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Church may justly be said to embrace 
« Christians of all denominations. Any se- 
' paration, therefore, from her Communion, 
must arise from choice rather than from 
Ttecessity : how far that choice may be 
sanctioned by conscientions principles, we 
leave those to determine who have incurred 
this responsibility. 

Acting upon that spirit of universal 
charity, which is inculcated in the Gospel ; 

■ the Church of England, in providing reli- 
gious services and devout exercises for the 
spiritual good of her members, addresses 
herself to all who believe in the great 
saving truths of the Christian dispensation; 
as well to those who are not immediately 

• within her fold, but whom she desires to 
bring home to her flock ; as to those whom 

■ the segards in the tender relation of ckil- 
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To all, therefore, who are looking ffflj 
the salvation of the Gospel^ through Fait^ 
in a crucified Saviour ; to all who helieT<i| 
in the Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity; 
Three Persons, and One God ; and are 
depending with St. Paul, for their redemp- 
tion, on " the Grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Love of God, and the Fellow- 
ship of the Holy Ghost." — To (dl who 
with St. Peter are ready to confess, that 
" they know, and are sure, that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God :" and 
are persuaded, that " Christ through the 
Eternal Spirit offered Himself to God;" 
and thus became " the One Mediator be- 
tween God , and man, the Man Christ 
Jesus ;" " God manifest in the flesh." — To 
all, I say, who contemplate the holy life 
and ministry, the meritorious death and 
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sufferings, the glorious resurrection and 
ascension of the Lord, as " the only means 
of grace, and hope of glory ;" and are 
looking to His second coming " to judge 
the quiet and the dead," for a blessed con- 
summation of their faith and hopes in Him : — 

To all these Christians, the Holy Ca- 
tholic Church of England, as she is rightly 
named, addresses her Exhortations, Creeds, 
Sacraments, and other religious Services. 

To these Christians, she recommends the 
Athanasian Creed, as a short and scriptural 
explanation of the Mysteries of the Chris- 
tian Faith; and which, humble and ad- 
vanced Christians will receive with just ve- 
neration and respect : indeed, the Ancient 
and General reception of this Creed into 
the sacred Offices of the Christian Churches, 
is a testimony only inferior to that which 
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Holy Scripture affords of its intrinsie ex- 
cellence, as a "just, sound, and accurate' 
form of Christian Faith," I 

Any imputation of illiberality or un~ 
charitableness can only, therefore, pro- 
ceed, either from those who have not taken 
the pains to compare this Creed with the 
doctrines of the Gospel; or from gain- 
smjers, who do not " embrace and hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which God hath given us in His Son." 
The former, she intreats to do her the 
justice and themselves the benefit of mak- 
ing the comparison. The latter, she can 
only regard with the spirit of meekness ; 
and, including them in her prayers for her 
" enemies, persecutors, and slanderers," 
implore a God of mercy to open their eyes 
to the blessed light of Truth; and so to 
" turn their hearts," that they 
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' one flock, under one Shepherd, Jesua 
Christ the Righteous." 

The uncertainty of the Author of this , 
Creed, and of the exact Time, and Place, 
when, and where it was composed, are cir- 
cumstances of minor consideration. It is 
sufficient that we have clear and positive 
proof, that it formed a part of the Church 
service in England, at the beginning of the 
Tenth Century ; and, at a subsequent 
period, was. considered worthy to retain 
a place in the Liturgy of the reformed 
Church. 

The pious object of the Author evi- 
dently appears to have been a careful 
study to provide a summary of the true 
Doctrines of Christianity; particularly of 
the essential doctrines of the Trinity and 
Incarnation ; in order to establish a right 
Faith, as the most effectual protection to 
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his Christian brethren, from the dangerous 
Heresies prevailing at that time. These 
will be mentioned under the respective 
clauses of the Creed which refer to them, 

Should the following pages be successful 
in calling into action the talents of more 
able Advocates of the incomparable Liturgy 
of the EstabHshed Church, one great ob- 
ject of the Writer, devoutly to be wished, 
vrill be attained. Should they be the 
means of conciliating the hostility, and 
softening the prejudices, which have been 
entertained towards the Athanasian Creed ; 
and lead to a candid enquiry into its merits ; 
He is persuaded that its value will be more 
justly appreciated. If, however. He might 
indulge a hope that they may be thought 
worthy serious perusal, and be effectual 
through the Divine blessing to turn one 
disobedient heart " to the wisdom of the 
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Just;" ''great .will be his reward !** but not 
his the glory. 

He now proceeds to shew, as was pro- 
posed, that the Athanasian Creed is per- 
fectly agreeable with the pure and holy 
doctrines, and spirit of the Christian 
Faith, as revealed in the Gospel ; and en- 
tirely accords with the other truly Evan- 
gelical Creeds, Sacraments, Articles, and 
Prayers, of the Established Church. 



.. EXCELLENCE 

ATHANASIAN CREED 

DEMONSTRATED; 

BY ITS AGREEMENT WITH HOLY SCRIPTURE, WITH 

THE LITURGY IN GENERAL, AND WITH 

THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 



Whosoever will he saved; before aZl 
things it is necessary that he hold tlie 
Catholic Faith. 

The indispensable obligation of Faith, as 
the " one thing needful" in order to sal- 
vation, is the great fundamental doctrine 
of the Gospel : and the command of the 
" Author and Finisher of our faith," that 
it should be " preached to all nations," 
most appropriately renders it a Catholic 



Faith ; a Faith, which is offered to all men 
who are willing in the day of his power." 
Holy Scripture testifies. 

That, " Without Faith it is impossible to please 

QcAr^Heh. xi. 6. 
*' The just shall live by Faith/'— l?om. i. 17. 
** A man is justified by Faith."— jRcww. iii. 28. 
" We are the children of God, by Faith in 

Christ."— GaZ. iii. 26. 
" We are sanctified by Faith in Christ." — 

Acts xxvi. 28. 
" We are purified by Faith.** — Acts. xv. 9. 
" We have access by Faith, to God's grace, 

through Christ." — R(ym. v. 2. 
" By Faith, we wait for the hope of righteous- 
ness."— GaL V. 5, 
^' Christ is a propitiation through Faith in 

his blood," — Rom, iii, 25, 
" We are made wise unto salvation through 

Faith,"— 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
*' The promise of the Spirit is through Faith." 

GaL iii. 14. 
" Through Faith we inherit the promises." — 

Heb. vi. 12. 
" We are kept by the power of God, through 

Faith unto salvation," — 1 Pet. i. 5. 
" The end of our Faith is the salvation of our 

souls."— 1 Pet. i, 9. 




That, " If we believe in Christ we shall be saved.' 
—Aclswi. 31. 
" God is pleased by preaching to save theiH 

that believe."— 1 Cor. i. 21. 
" We believe to the saving of our souls,"—. 

Beb. X. 39. 
" It is God's commandment, that we believe 
on the name of his Son."— 1 John iii. 23. 
And tliat, " Those who believe shall never die." — 
1 John XI. 2(5. 

Since, therefore, by Faith in Christ the 
Son of God, we are justified, purified, and 
sanctified; become the children of God, 
and have access to his grace ; receive the 
promise of the Spirit, and inherit the pro- 
mises : and the end of our Faith will be, 
that we shall be kept by the power of God 
unto salvation. It follows, that " other 
foundation can no man lay." 

The necessitij and umoersality of Faith, 
inculcated in the Athanasian Creed, as the 
foundation of the Christian religion, thus 
evidently corresponds with the great Jirst 
principle of the Gospel. 
. The application of this Faith to the 
B 2 



doctrines of the Creed, both as a mental 
exercise, and a practical principle, will be 
seen, while we proceed to shew, that its 
doctrines are also the doctrines of the 
Gospel. 

SECTION II. 

Which Faith, except every one do keep 
WHOLE and undefiled, without doubt he 
shall perish everlastingly. — See sect. 30. 
As " there is none other Name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we 
can be saved, but only the Name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ;" and that " whosoever 
nameth the name of Christ must depart 
from iniquity :" our Faith, to be acceptable 
before God, must be whole and undefiled, 
" He that hath this Jaifk or hope in him, 
will purify himself, even as he is pure." 
He will " love the Lord his God, and him 
only will he serve." " He will believe in 
him, fear him, and love him, with all his 
heart, with all his mind, with all his soul, 
and with all his strength." The faithful 
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disciple of Christ cannot serve two mas- 
ters." He must " be stedfast, immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord ;" in that holiness, which is the fruit 
of a living faith ; and " without which no 
man shall see the Lord :" " Holding faith 
with a good conscience ; which some hav- 
ing put away concerning faith, have made 
shipwreck." 

The Faith of ^ Christian must be also 
whole and undefiled; sound and uncor- 
ritpted with respect to doctrine : for how 
can Jaith be genuine, if the doctrine 
which is the object of that faith be false ? 
A sincere Christian will " hold fast the 
profession of his faith without wavering." 
He will " consent only to wholesome 
words ; even to the words," or such as are 
sanctioned by the words "of our Lord Jesus 
Christ :" "to the doctrine that is according 
to godliness :" not being of the unlearned 
or unstable, who Avrest the Scriptures to 
their own destruction ; " but of them who 
knowing these things, beware that they be 
B 3 
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not led away by the error of the wicked, to 
fall from their own stedfastnesa :" " not 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with, 
every wind of doctrine ; by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive : but *' vtarhing men 
of corrupt and reprobate minds concerning- 
the faith :" those " who cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine of 
Christ:" and "themselves obeying from 
the heart, the form of doctrine delivered 
to them, that they may grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

" Rejecting any particular branch or 
article of the Catholic Faith, must there- 
fore (says Dr. Waterlaud, in his excellent 
Commentary on the Athanasian Creed) be 
a sin against tlie whole ; against truth and 
peace ; and therefore damnable m its own 
nature ; as all wilful sins are without repent- 
ance." In this he is authorized by the 
Scriptures : for " whosoever," saith St. 
Jame g, " shaU^ keep the wliole law, and 



yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all ;" and " whosoever," saltli our Saviour, 
" shall break one of the least of these com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven." James ii. 10. Matt. v. 19. see 
also Deut. xxvii. 26. Gal. iii. 10. 

" As for allowances to be made for in- 
vincible ignorance, honest prejudices, or 
unavoidable infirmities, as they will be 
pleadable in the case of ani/ other sin, so 
7iiatf they, and ivill they he pleadable in 
this. But it was foreign to the purpose of 
the Creed, to take notice of this case ia 
particular, when it is common to all cases 
of like nature, and is always supposed and 
understood ;" the condition of repentance 
being a component part of the Catholic or 
Christian Faith. 

Sucli is the Faith which the Gospel re- 
quires of Christians : a Faith, producing 
singleness and devotedness of heart ; purity 
and holiness of life : a Faith, sound and un- 
corrupted in the doctrines of that Gospel, 
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" which is the power of God unto salvation 
to all that believe ;*' besides which Faith 
there is none other ; for there is but " one 
Lord, otte Faith, one Baptism," &c. 

The word of God, wherever it be 
preached, demands this Faith of all men ; 
with a promise of grace, and eternal life, 
to them that " embrace and hold it fast ;" 
with the curse of eternal misery to them 
that reject it. How then can those escape, 
who " neglect so great salvation l" 

The Church of England, consistently 
with the language and spirit of tlie word 
of God, upon which she exclusively builds 
her Faith, asserts, that " without doubt," 
they who keep not this Faith " whole 
and undefiled, shall perish everlastingly." 
Always excepting those therefore, who 
return to this Faith, by that " godly sor- 
row which worketh repentance unto salva- 
tion not to be repented of;" (a principle 
of charity necessary to her existence as a 
Christian Church,) she is authorized in 
tliis doctrine, and that, not by a single 
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text only, but by the whole tenor 
ture; not by difficult and abstruse 
sagcSj which have divided the opinions of 
the learned ; but by the most simple and 
plainest declarations of Holy Writ; respect- 
ing which, all sincere and humble Christian 
enquirers have entertained no difference 
of opinion. Such are the following : 

" Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." — ■ 

" He that believetk on the Son, hath life; and he 
that believetk not the Son, shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abjdeih on him." — John iii. 36. 

" Because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved : for this cause, God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie ; that they all might be damned who believed not 
the truth."— 2 Thess. it. 10, U, 12. 

" He that believetk on him, is not condemneil ; btit 
he that believetk tiot is condemned already ; because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Soil of God."— JoA« iii. 18. 

" To whom sware he, that they should not enter 
into his rest, but to them ^oA. believed not? So they 
could not enter in because of unbelief." — Ueb, iii. 
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" Unbelievers shall have their portion in the lake 
that buueth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.''— -^ef, xxi. 8. 

Hath then the Church of England erred 
in " receiving with meekness the engrafted 
word which is ahle to save the soul ?" Can 
she be deemed uncharitable in arming her- 
self " with the whole armour of God, to 
be able to withstand the evil day, and hav- 
ing done all, to stand ? In girding her 
loins with truth ; in putting on the breast- 
plate of righteousness ; and having her feet 
shod with the preparation of the Gospel of 
peace ? Above all, in taking the shield 
of Faith, wherewith she shall be able to 
quench the fiery darts of the wicked : and 
in taking the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God, to fight the good fight 
of Faith ?" While she nufuils the banner 
of salvation from her standard, she is safe 
&om her enemies ; " the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against her." Whatever mis- 
siles are cast against her, are equally east 
against the Kock upon which she stands : 




and happy may she be to suffer \ 
Captain of her salvation here on i 
that she may be " glorified together with 
Him," as His Church, hereafter in heaven. 
In the spirit of that cliarity which is the 
union o^ faith and hope, she proclaims the 
glad tidings of salvation to all men. But 
with this proclamation of " glory to God 
in the highest, peace on earth, and good- 
will towards men," she holds in her right 
hand the terms of peace, the conditions of 
salvation. She authorizes no principle of 
charity which is independent of repentance, 
faith, and obedience. She is diligent to 
affirm this faithful saying, " that they who 
believe in God, be careful to maintain good 
works." Acting upon the same spirit of 
true charity, while she pronounces the pro- 
mise of the Gospel covenant to be eternal 
life to all that repent and believe; she 
warns us of the inevitable truth, that they 
who neither repent nor believe, shall, 
" without doubt, perish everlastingly ;" 
shall " depart into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and Viis ax\^da;' 
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She " cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lord her God, to do less or more." She 
dare not " take away, nor add unto the 
words of the Book of Life, which God hath 
delivered to her." She deceives not her 
children with vain hopes ; but points out to 
them " the truth as it is in Christ Jesus :" 
instructing them not only to " receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ," but also, " to walk 
with Him, rooted and built up in Him, and 
established in the Faith ;" *' being tho- 
roughly furnished unto all good works, 
and adorning the doctrine of God their 
Saviour in all things." 

SECTION III. 

And the Catholic Faith is this : That 
we worship one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity; neither confounding 
the Persons, nor dividing the substance. 

That the doctrine of the Trinity is , 
Scripture doctrine, and therefore of Divine 
origin, is evident from this; That the 
Word of God is the only source whence it 
is derived. It becomes Chiistiaus, there- 




fore, to approach this great " mystery of 
Faith," with humiUty and godly fear! 
With the patriarch we must confess, that 
" surely the Lord is in this place," and we 
are standing upon " holy ground." Who 
by searching can find out God unto per- 
fection ? " It is as high as heaven, what 
canst thou do ? deeper than hell, what 
canst thou know ? Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for us." Whatever we know 
of the Almighty, hath been revealed by 
Himself. With this we must be satisfied. 
To His revelation we must submit our 
finite capacities, our feeble powers of under- 
standing ; remembering, that all the facul- 
ties of our souls are the gift of God : and 
as we owe their existence to Him, so ought 
we to keep them entirely subservient to 
His will. 

To beUeve that which we cannot under- 
stand, upon the authority of the Word of 
God, is the strongest exercise of Faith, of 
which the human soul is capable : it is an 
implicit reliance upon Him, as " th 
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of all truth." In this sense, may the words 
of Christ, to his doubting disciple, be 
used — " blessed are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed." 

Let us, then, apply to the testimony of 
the Word of God, of Him, ■who is the 
faithful and true Witness, in confirmation 
of the doctrine expressed in the words of 
the Creed now before us. Our Saviour's 
words to His disciples when He sent them 
forth to preach the Gospel, were these. — 

" Go ye, and teach all nations, bapiizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoat, teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever 1 command yo«." — Malt, xxviii. 19. 



What a sanctity is shed over the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, by the wonderful mani- 
festation of the Three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity, at the baptism of Jesus Christ. 

When we contemplate the Saviour of 
mankind, fervent in prayer after being 
baptized in the waters of Jordan; the 
Holy Spirit descending upon Him, "in a 




bodily shape like a dove :" and the voice 
of God from heaven, saying, " this is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
We cannot but regard tliia miraculous 
event, as a symbol of the covenant of 
Grace ; by which Christ engaged, " through 
the Eternal Spirit, to offer Himself to 
God ;" and through whom we liave access 
by One Spirit unto the Father." 

The solemn benediction of the Apostle 
St. Paul to the Corinthians, is an additional 
testimony of the Three Persons united in 
the Holy Trinity. 

" Tlie grace of our Lord Jeaus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all."— 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

The remarkable passage in the prophet 
Isaiah, also bears witness. — 

" Hearken unto me, Jacob, and Israel my 
called : 1 am He : I am the first : I am the last : 
mine hand hath laid the foundation of the earth ; 
and my right hand hath spanned the heavens. I 
have not spoken in secret From the begiiming ; from 
Uic time tliat it was, there am 1 : and uow tlic Lvrd 
C i 
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Ood (the Lord Jehovah) and His Spirit, hath sent 
Me." — Isaiah xlriii. 12 and 16. 

The words of St. John the Evangelist 
exactly correspond. 

" The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name." — John xiv, 26. 

The words of St. Peter are also con- 
vincing. 

" Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through the stinctification of the Spirit, 
unto ohedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus." 
—1 Pet. i. 2. 

Thus "there are Three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word,' and the Holy Ghost, and 
these Three are One." — 1 John v. 7. 

The union of the Three Persons of the 
Holy Trinity in One Name, at the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, ordained by Christ him- 
self, and the distinguishing Personal ac- 
tions attributed to Each, in the passages 
thus selected, fully sanction the words of 
the Creed relative to the Trinity. 

That the One Name in which the Three 
Persons of the blessed Trinity are united. 



is God, appears from the words of tlie 
prophet Zechariah, and will be shewn more 
at large hereafter. 

" la that day there shall be One Lord, and Ills 
Name One," — Zech. xiv. 9. 

It is worthy observation, how great a 
similarity exists between the Mission of 
Christ, mentioned by Isaiah, and that of 
his own disciples. — He may be represented 
as saying. 

As " the Lord God, and His i^irit, 
hath sent Me," so send I you " in the natne 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." 

" There would have been no need of the 
particular cautions and critical terms, " nei- 
ther confounding the Persons, nor dividing 
the Substance," says Dr. Waterland, had 
men been content with the plain primitive 
faith, in its native simplicity. But as there 
have been a set of men called Sabcllians, 
who have erroneously taught that the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are 
all One Person, who was incarnate^ asisl. 
c 3 
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suffered, and rose again; making the 
Father, and Holy Ghost, to have miff'ered, 
as well as the Son. Hence it becomes 
necessary to caution every pious Christian 
against " confounding the Persons, as 
thoae men have done." 

" And as there have been others, par- 
ticularly the Arians, who have pretended, 
very falsely, that the three Persons of the 
blessed Trinity, are three substances, and 
of different kinds; divided firom each 
other ; One being before the other ; ex- 
isting when the other two were not : as 
also being present, where the other two 
are not present. These false and dan- 
gerous tenets having been spread abroad, 
occasioned the necessity of the caution 
against ' dividing the substance.' " — Wa- 
terknid. 

SECTION IV. 

For titer e is one Person of the Father, 
another of the Son, and another of tfte 
Holy Ghost. 

The Sabellians were, therefore, ex- 



tremely to blame in confounding the 
Persons, and running them into one ; 
taking away the distinction of Persons 
plainly taught in Scripture." 

In Scripture, all the attributes and 
actions of a Person are ascribed to the 
Father, to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. 

These are so numerous, that a few in- 
stances, more immediately connected with 
the Creed, will suffice. 

It would perhaps be conclusive, to prove 
from the Scriptures, that the name of 
God, is given to each of the three Persons 
in the Trinity; and hence affirm, that 
whatever attributes, perfections, and ac- 
tions, are ascribed to Either, are neces- 
sarily applicable to All. But as it may be 
satisfactory to. compare the Creed more 
literally with Scripture, we proceed to do 
so. — 

First. Creation is a Personal action, as 
well aa attribute, applied to the Tliree 
Persons of the Trinity. 
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' " In ihe beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth." — Ge/t, i. 1. 

" In the beginning was the Word : all tilings were 
made by Him." — John i. 1 — 3. 

" The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters." — Gen. \. 2, 

" Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, and tbey are cre- 
ated."— Ps. civ. 30. 

To send, is a Personal action, applied 
to tlie Three Persons of the Trinity. 

*' God sent his only begotten Son into the world," 
—1 John iv. 9. 

" God and the Spirit sent Christ." — Is. xlviii. 16. 

Christ sent " the Comforter, the Spirit of truth." 
—John XV. 26. 

Eternity is an attribute, ascribed to 
the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. 

" The Eternal God Js thy refuge." — Deal. xiJciii, 
27. See 1 Pel. v. 10. 

" Now to the Kmg Eternal" " the only wise 
God."— I Tim. i. 17. Jer. x. 10. 

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
with God, and the Word was God : the same 
llie beijiiming viith God." 
"J am Alpha, and Omega, the Begiaaiag and tlie 




Ending, saith \hs Lord, which is, and which wai, 
and which is to come, tbe Almighty." 

" And in the midst One Ukc unto the Sod of 
Man." " And when I aaw Him I fell at his feet dead : 
and He laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, 
Fear not ! I am the First and the Last ; I am He 
that liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for 
eyennore. Amen." — Rev. i. 8, & xiii. 17, 18. See 
also Is. xliv, 6. and xlviii. 12. Mic. v. 2. 

The sacred name, I AM ; or JEHO- 
VAH ; the strongest possible expression 
of eternal existence, is the Name of the 
second Person of the Trinity. 

" Before Abraham was I AM," — John Tiii. 58. 
" Christ, though the eternal Spirit, offered himself 
to GoAJ'—Heb. ix. 14. 

Holiness is also an attribute ascribed 
to the Three Persons of the Trinity. 

"Holy! Holy! Holyl Lord God Almighty," ia. 
the cry of the seraphim, — Rev. i. 8, 

" Holy Father, keep those whom Thou haat given 
me," — JoAn xvii. 11. 

" Thus saith the high and lofty One, that inhabit- 
eth eternity, whose name is Holy." — Is. Ivii. 15. 

" The Lord our God Is Holy."'-Ps. xcix. 9. 
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" But ye denied the Holy One, and the Just." — 
^cisiii. 14. 

" Neither suffer thine Holy One to see corrup- 
tioa."— Ps, xvi. 10. and Ada ii. 27. 

" I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, 
thy Saviour," — Is. iliii. 3, (See also Rev. iii. 7, 
Mark i. 24. Luke i. 35. and iv. 27.) 

" According to ,the Spirit of Holiness."— Rom, 
i. 4. 

" Grieve not the Holy Spirit." — Epk. iv. 30. 

The Holy Spirit is named the Holi/ 
Ghost throughout Scripture. 

SECTION V. 

Hut the Godhead of the FatJier, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all 
One ; the Glory equal, the Majesty co- 
eternal. 

" The Arians were equally to blame for 
dividing the substance, and Godhead, in 
the manner before mentioned." 

*' To be a little more particular on this 
head, we go on to open and explain this 
Unity of Godhead, Equality of Glory, 
and co-eternity of Majesty." 



The Godhead One. 

" One God aod Father of all."— ij^A. iv. 6. 

" I am the Almighty Ood." — Gen. xvii. 1. 

" The Word was God."— John i. 1. See Acts tu. 
59. Is. xlili. 3. 

" Unto the Son, He said, Thy throne, God, is 
for ever and ever." — Ps, xiv. G. 

" In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily."— CoJ. ii. 9. 

" Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." — 
Acts V. 4. 

Where, the Father is God, the Son ia 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God. 

Glory Equal. 

" Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with 
the glory which 1 had with thee before the world 
was."— /oAra xvii. 5. 

" The Spirit of Glory, and of God, rested upon 
you."— 1 Pet. iv. 14. 

" Glory, therefore, he to the Father, and 
to tlie Son, and to the Holy Ghost.' 



Majesty Co-eternal. 
If awful splendour be Majesty,- 
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The awful splendour of Mount Sinai at the ^ving 
of tiie Law : 

The glorious splendour of the burning bush : 
The bright effulgence of the mount of Transfi- 

The light from heaven, above the brightness of 
the sun, at St, Paul's conversion ; and 

The wonderful cloven tongues of fire, on the day 
of Pentecost, — 

are sacred testimonies of the Eternal Ma~ 
jesty of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. 

If Majesty express Power. 

" Power bclongeth unto God." — Ps. Ixii, 11. 

" All power is given to me, in heaven and earth." 
— 3fai(. xxviii. 18. and see 1 Tim. vi. 15. 

" Through power of the Holy Ghost," — Rom. xv. 
13 and 19. 

The Power of working miracles, as well 
as of prophecy, is ascribed throughout 
Scripture, to the Three Persons of the 
Holy Trmity. 

" Those men who have peen my glory and my 
miracles which I did in Egypt and in the wilder- 
ness," — Num. itiv. 22. 




" This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested forth liis glory, 

" Through mighty signs and wonders, by the 
power of the Spirit of God." — Rom, xv. 19. ' 

" As He spake by the mouth of his holy prophets." 
—Luke i. 70. 

" Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father."— I Pet.i. 1. 

" This is Jeans the Prophet of Nazareth." — Matt. 

xxi. 11. 

" Take ye heed, behold, I have foretold you all 
things."— MirA xiii. 23. 

" Prophecy came not of old by the will of man : 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost."— 2 Pet. i. 21. 

If Majesty be Glory. — See " Glory 
Equal," Sec. v. 

Each of the blessed Persons of the 
Trinity has been shewn to be Eternal .• 
they are therefore Co-eternal when united. 

Hence the Majesty of the Godhead ia 
Co^eternal. 




SECTION VI. 

Such as the Father is, suck is the Son, 
and such is the Holy Ghost. 

" That is, as to their suhstance and 
Godhead ; there is no difference nor in- 
eqiuiUty amongst them. In real dignity 
and perfection, they are equal and undi- 
vided." 

Viz. The Father uncreate, the Son 
UNCREATE, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. 

Each Person in the Godhead is Eter- 
nal, and Eternity has neither beginning 
nor ending. — See " Eternity an Attri- 
bute," Sec. iv. 

Eternity, therefore, cannot be divided, 
■which will illustrate the expression, " not 
dividing the substance," as applied to God : 
the Three Persons, being essentially, the 
same Eternal Being. " In a word. 
Every Person must and cannot but exist ; 
and All must exist together, having the 
same unchangeable perfections." 



SECTION vn. 
The Fatlwr incomprehensible, t]i£ Son 
INCOMPREHENSIBLE, ami the IIolij Gkost 

INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 

" No man knoweth the Son but the Father ; nor 
any knoweth the Father, save the Sou." — Luke x. 
22. Matt. si. 27. 

" The things of God knoweth no roan, but the 
Spirit of God."— 1 Cor. ii. 11. 

Should the word incomprehensible ^ 
being a translation of the Latin " immen- 
sus," lie taken in the sense of Infinite : it 
may be illustrated by the attribute of 
Omnipresence, which is equally authorized 
by Scripture. 

" Whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If I 
ascend up into heaven, thou art there : if I make my 
bed in hell, behold, thou Dtt there : if I take the 
wings of the momina;, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. " — Ps. cssxix. 7, 
8,9, 10. 

" Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them."— ilfa«. 
xviii. 20. Sec Is. xliii. 2, 3. 
T> 2 
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" I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world." — Matt. xxTiii, 20. 

Q hath ascended up into heaven, but He 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man, 
■which is in heaven." — John iii. 13. 

" Wliither shall I flee from thy Spirit V — Psalm 

.xis. 7. 

" Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost."— 
1 Cor. vi. 9. 

SECTION vm. 

The Father eternal, t/ie Son eternal, 
and the Holy Ghost eternal, 

The Eternity of the Three Persons of 
the Trinity, has been shewn, Sec. iv. 

" None of the Persons" of the blessed 
Godhead " ever began to be, nor shall ever 
cease to be ; they always were, they al- 
ways will be ; and must be " the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." — Heb. 
xiii. 8.— 
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SECTION IX. 

And yet not three eternals, hut one 

ETERNAL. 

It will be shewn below, in its proper 



place, that there is but One God. Assum- 
ing this : the Thren Eternal Persons, are 
but One Eternal God. 

"This manner of speaking was introduced 
into the Latin Church, about the middle 
of the fourth century. The Greek Church 
taught the same things under a different 
form of expression. What both Greeks 
and Latins intended was, that as the Three 
Persons are hut one Substance, and One 
God ; so every Divine Perfection, and 
every Substantial Attribute, belonging to 
any One Person, is common to All. On 
this account. Eternity, Immensity, Omni- 
potence, &c. being Substantial Attributes, 
are common to All the Three Persons ; 
who have, therefore. One Eternity, One 
Immensity, One Omnipotence, &c. as 
One Substance, and One Godhead." — 
See Rev. i. 

" The Latin Church went still farther : 

they expressed the same thing, by saying 

of the Three Per.tons, that they are One 

Eternal, One Immense, One Omnipotent, 

D 3 
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One Holy, One Uncreated," &c. As they 
had before said of the " Attributes, Per- 
fections, &c. common to All the Three 
Persons of the Godhead." 

" This was the current language before 
and at the time of making this Creed." 

" The ^rfOM* were the sole occasion of 
introducing both kinds of expression; 
which must be interpreted accordingly." 

" Two things were designed, by the 
use of both. One to obviate the Arian 
Tenet, that the Three Persons were dif- 
fering in kind and in degree, as being 
unequal Perfections :" 

" The other, to obviate the Arian 
calumny upon the Church, as making 
Three Gods." 

*' In regard to the former, when the 
Church speaks of One Divinity, she in- 
tends equal Divinity : not Divinities dif- 
fering in kind or degree." 

In regard to the latter, she further 
means undivided and inseparable Divi- 
nity : not many Divinities." 



" The full meaning of the expressions 
of the Creed will thus be clear and ob- 
vious." 

" The Three Persons are equal in Du- 
ration, and undivided too : One Eternity 
is common to All : therefore they are not 
y/^rei? Eternals, but One Efernal." — Wa- 
terland. 

So also, there are not three incompre- 
hensible, nor three uncreated ; but Three 
incomprehensible and uncreated Persons, 
in One incomprehensible and uncreated 
Godhead. 

SECTION S. 

So likewise the Father is Almighty, 
the Son Almighty, and the Hohj Ghost 
Almighty. 

And yet not three Almighties; hut 
One Almighty. 

The Almighty Power of the Three Di- 
vine Persons in the Holy Trinity, in the 
Creation of the world, in working miracles, 
&c. has been pointed out. 
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They are also named Almighty in Scrip- 
ture. 

" I am the Almighty Gcwi.*' — Gen. xvii. 1. 

" Lord God Almighty ^ which was, and is, and is 
to come." — Rev. iv. 8. 

<< The Breath of the Almighty hath given me 
life," or, " the Spirit of God hath made me.** — 
Job xxxiii. 4. 

The Holy Ghost is repeatedly called the 
Spirit of God, and the Spirit of Christ ; as 
God is Almighty, and Christ Almighty; 
therefore the Spirit of God and of Christ, 
is Almighty. 

Thus the Three Almighty Persons in 
the Trinity, are One Almighty God. 

SECTION XI. 

So the Father is God, and the Son is 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God. 

This has been proved above. See " God- 
head One'* 

" The whole Three Persons enjoying 
every Perfection belonging to the God- 
head." 



And yet they are not Three Gods, but 
One God. 

*' There is none other God but One." — 1 Cor. viii. 
4. See yer. 6. 

" There is One God, and there is none other but 
He."— MfiT-A xii. 32. 

" The Lord thy God is One Lord,"— Z>ew(. vi, 4. 

" That God may be All in All."^\ Cor. xv. 28. 

" Thus saith the high and lofty One." — Is, Ivii. 15. 

" I am, your Lord, the Holy One, the Creator,"— 
Is. sliii. 15. 

" One God created us," — Mai. a. 10. 

" Thus the Godhead, or Divinity which 
belongs to One Person, belongs to All." 

SECTION XII. 

So likewise the Father is Lord, the 
Son Lord, atid the Holy Ghost Lord. 

Having the same right of Dominion, 
and of equal Dominion ; and equally exer- 
cising it when and where they pleased." — 

" God is Lord." — Ps. cxviii. 27. 
"TheZord is the true God."— /er. x. 10 It. 
xliv. 6. and 24. 
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" One Lord Jesus Christ/' — 1 Cor. viii. 6. See 
Luke vi. 5. 
" The Lord is that Spirit:*— Cor. iii. 1.7. 
" The Spirit of the Lord.'*— Acts v. 9. s 

And yet not three Lobds^ Jml one 
Lord. 

'* Because <wi^ dominion is common to 
alir 

" The Lord thy God, is One Lord^^'^-'Deut, vi. 4. 
*• Owe Lord^ and His name One." — Zeoh. xiv. 9. 

Thus we have seen, that the Three 
Divine Persons in the blessed Trinity, have 
the same Name, Attributes, and Perfec-- 
tions of God, ascribed to Each of them 
in Scripture. The Scriptures also declare 
that there is but One God. We are 
bound, therefore, to believe, that the Three 
eternal, uncreated, incomprehensible, and 
Almighty Persons of the Godhead, are 
One eternal, uncreated, incomprehensible, 
and Almighty Lord God. 



SECTION xni. 

For like as wc are compelled by the 
Christian Verity, to acknowledge every 
Person hy Himself to he God and Lord : 
so are we J'orbidden by the Catholic Re- 
ligion, to say there be three Gods, or 
THREE Lords. 

The Christian Verity, literally, is the 
Christian Truth, or the Gospel ; expressed 
also by the Catholic Religion ; or the 
religion of Christ all over the world. 

To be compelled, signifies to be re- 
quired, or obUged. 

To be compelled by the Christian 
Verity, is therefore, to be required by the 
obligations of the Gospel, the obligations 
of the Christian Faith ; which are perfectly 
consistent with the free agency of man ; 
man, however, being responsible for the 
choice he may make ; either in accepting 
or rejecting this Faith. 

We have seen that the Holy Scripture 
acknowledged Each blessed Person in the 



Trinity, by Himself, to be God and Lord. 
They declare also, that there is but One 
God, and One Lord: there cannot pos- 
sibly, therefore, be Three Gods, or Three 
Lords. 

We, therefore, who believe that " all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God," 
are bound to acknowledge the one, and 
deny the other. 

" Having considered the Equality and 
Union of the Three Sacred Persons in the 
Trinity, we consider next their Dtstinc* 
tion, as it is set forth in Scripture, by the 
several Personal Characters belonging to 
the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost." 

SECTION XIV. 

The Father is made of none ; neither 
created nor begotten. 

" In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth," — Gen. i. 1. 

This Scripture plainly indicates^ that 
God existed before the beginning -of 




created things ; tlierefore, 
ing." 

The Eternal God is the Great Original, 
or First Cause of the Universe ; conse- 
quently. Himself uncaused, underlved, 
from eternity ; the distinguishing Cha- 
racter of the First Divine Person in the 
Trinity. 

I SECTION XV. 

.■■ The Son is of the Father alone : not 
made, nor created, hut begotten. 

The Eternal Son of God could neither 
be made nor created, for " He urns in the 
beginning with God ;" and God together 
with the Father. 

The distinguishing Character of the 
Second Divine Person in the Trinity is, — 

That be ia the " only begotten Son- of God." — 
/oAniii. 16. 

" He was the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth." — John i, 14. 

" Thou art my Son," God said, " this day havs 
I begotten thee " — Ps. ii. 7. - ■ 
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" Tlie Son is said here to be of tlie 
Father edofie ; in contradistinction to the 
Holy Ghost ; who is not of the Father 
alone, but of Both." 

SECnON XVT. 

The Holy Ghost is of the Father and 
of the Son : neither made, nor created, 
nor begotten, but proceeding. 

As the words of Scripture accurately 
express : — 

" The Comforter, whom / will send youjrom the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father."— /oAn xv. 26. 

The Eternal Spirit of the Father, and 
of Christ, and God together with them ; 
was neither made, nor created, nor be- 
gotten. 

But, " the peculiar and distinguishing 
Character of the Holy Ghost, the Third 
Divine Person in the Trinity, is to pro~ 
ceed; and to proceed from the Father 
and the Son." 
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SECTION XVII. 

So there is one Father, not three Fa- 
thers : ONE .Sob, not three Sons; one 
Holy Ghost, not three Holt/ Ghosts. 

The Scriptures relative to one God, and 
one Lord, are equally applicable to one 
Father, one Son, and one Holy Ghost ; 
not to dwell upon the emphatic distinction 
remarkable in the original language. 

The Father ; the Son, or the Word ; the 
Holy Ghost, or the Comforter, o Uarjip : 
u Y(oc: or o Ao-yog : o riapoKXijrog. 

" The intent and purpose" of this article 
of the Creed, " is to set forth the distinc- 
tion of the three Divine Persons, and their 
several offices and characters." 

1. " That there is one Father, who is 
of none, who alone is unoriginate, is first 
Person in the blessed Trinity." 

" Neither the Son, nor the Holy Ghost, 
have these titles or characters, so as to 
make three Fathers." 

2. " That there is one Son, alone be~ 
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gotten, and afterwards incarnate ; which 
characters and offices belong not to the 
other Divine Persons, so as to make three 
Sons ; but are distinct and appropriate 
to one" 

3. " That there is one Holy Ghost ; 
whose peculiar character is to proceed, 
and whose office is to sanctify. Which 
character and office are not to be ascribed 
in the same sense to the otlier two Divine 
Persons in the Godhead, so as to make 
three Holy Ghosts, instead of one. For 
this would be to coiifound the personal 
characters and offices." — Waterland. 

i^; 

SKCTION XVIIl. ,^'^ 

And in this Trinity none is afore or 
qfter other ; none is greater or less than 
another: but the whole Three Persons 
are co-eternal together, ajid co-equal. 

These sentences explain each other. 
Each Person in the Godhead, by himself, 
being eternal, and all being equal : to~ 
or united, they are co-eternal and 



co-equal: and eternity is not capable of 
being before or after ; greater or less ; 
but is an indivisible and invariable perfec- 
tion or attribute. 

" When it is said, ' none is afore or 
after other,' we are not to understand it of 
order, neither of office" 

" Not of order : for the Father \s first ; 
the Son, second; the Holy Ghost, third 
in order." 

Neither of office : " for the Father is 
supreme in office, while the Son and the 
Holy Ghost condescend to inferior offices, 
to accomplish the salvation of mankind. 
(see John x. 18. xiv. 20.) 

" But we are to understand these words, 
as the Creed has already explained them, of 
Duration, Divinity, Dignity, Omnipotence, 
&c. ; in which respect none is afore or 
after, none greater or less ; but the whole 
Three Persons co-eternal and co-equaL" — 
Waterland. 

So that in all things, as is aforesaid, 

the Unit!/ "* trinity, aiid tlie Trinity in.- 
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UNITY, or the one eternal God in Three Di- 
vine Persons; and the Three Divine Persons 
in one eternal God, is to be worshipped: 
for " the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, Three Persons in the Unity of the 
Godhead, the God of our salvation, con- 
stitute the object of our worship, which 
person soever we immediately address." 

" The indispensable necessity of divine 
worship (says an excellent theologian) wall 
appear from the consideration, that to his 
Creator man is indebted for his existence ; 
and is therefore His property ; rightly go- 
verned by His will ; rightfully subjected to 
His law ; and therefore wholly bound to 
coincide voluntarily with all His design in 
creation. From his Creator also, man de- 
rives all his blessings ; and is therefore 
under the highest obligations to exercise 
towards Him unceasing gratitude, and to 
perform all the actions which gratitude can 
inspire. Finally, the Creator of mankind 
is a Being infinitely great and glorious; 
in this Divine character claims from 
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them, aa intelligent creatures, their liighest 
adoration, love, and praise." 

Therefore, in all things, God is to be 
worshipped. 

That God is to be worshipped in the 
Three Persons of the blessed Trinity, we 
again affirm from Divine authority. 

The blessing of St. Paul is a prayer 
addressed to the Three Persons of the 
Holy Trinity ; in which we pray, that — 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost," 
may " be with us all." — 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

" God is a Spirit ; and they that worship Hira, must 
worship Him in spirit and in tnith." — John iv. 24. 

Stephen, full of the Holy Ghost, prayed, " Lord 
Jesua, receive my spirit 1" — Acts. v\i. 59. 

" At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father."— PAif. ii. 10, 11; see 1 Thess. iii. 11. 
John V. 23. 

Compare Acts iv. 2-t, 25. with Acts i. 




u 

16. where the apostles pray to the Holy 
Ghost, thus : 

" Lord, thou art God." For it was 
God the Holy Ghost, who spake by the 
mouth of David, concerning Judas. 

So hkewise are we authorized to worship 
the Trinity in Unity : for Christ said, 

" It is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God; and him only shalt thou serve:" "for the Lord 
tkyQod'vi one God." — Compare ^aH.iv, 10, Deut. 
vi. 1—14. and 1 Sam. vii. 3. 

Therefore we repeat in the words of the 
Creed, That the Unity in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity, is to be worshipped. 

He, therefore, that will be saved, must 
thus think of the Trinity. 

He that will be saved by the Faith of 
the Gospel of Christ, must so think and 
believe of the Trinity, as that Gospel 
hath revealed the eternal Godliead to him, 
viz., " as consisting of Three Persons, 
co-eternal and co-equal, and all one God. 
So distinct as to be Three Persons ; so 
milled as to be one God. Distinct 



without division ; united without confu- 
sion," 

When we consider these sacred evidences 
and assurances of the blessed Trinity, Three 
Persons and one God ; and remember that 
they are " written by the finger of God :" 
though we acknowledge that such wisdom 
is past man's understanding ; yet we are 
bound by the solemn ohHgations of the 
Christian Faith, to believe this holy mys- 
tery. " In the Divine Being there is a 
union, and there is a distinction ; but of 
the manner of that union, and of that dis- 
tinction, we are all ignorant." It is enough 
that we have the unerring authority of 
Scripture, to sanction this mysterious truth. 
The same Divine authority tells us, that 
" now we see through a glass darkly ;" 
but the time will come, when we shall see 
" face to face." That " now we know in 
part ;" but then " we shall know, even as 
we are known ;" " when that which is perfect 
shall come, and that which is in part shall 
be done away." If the complete discovery 
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of heavenly things had been necessary to 
salvation, it would doubtless have been 
made. Sufficient is revealed to excite our 
love and admiration ; to exercise our faith 
and obedience ; to demand our gratitude 
and thankfulness ; and to prepare us for a 
future state of universal knowledge and 
eternal happiness." " The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God ; but those 
things which are" plainly " revealed, be- 
long to us, and to our children for ever." 

Though we are not able, however, to 
comprehend the particular manner of the 
existence of the Three Persons in the Di- 
vine Nature, since the Perfections of God 
are infinite, and beyond our knowledge ; 
nevertheless, we may distinctly trace all 
the Perfections of the Godhead, but espe- 
cially the Mercy of God, in each of the 
Three Divine Persons of the Holy Trinity, 
graciously manifested to perfect the great 
work of Salvation. 

The Mercy of God the Father, in the 
Creation and Preservation ; the Mercy of 




God the Son, in the Redemption ; and tlie 
Mercy of God the Holy Ghost in the Sanc- 
tification of the world. 

SECTION XIX. 

Furthermore it is Tiecessary to ever- 
lasting salvation, that he also believe 
rightly the Incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The exhortation of the Apostle St. Paul, 
" to examine ourselves, whether we be 
in the faith ; and to prove our own selves :" 
and the admonition of St. Peter, that " we 
be ready to give a reason of the hope that 
is in us ;" most forcibly caution us to take 
heed that we believe aright. In the com- 
mon affairs of life, the consequences of neg- 
ligence and indiscretion may be remedied 
by time and diligence ; but in the eternal 
concerns of salvation, error may be fatal 
and irrecoverable. 

Let us be careful, therefore, lest we 
err, " not knowing the Scriptures," and 
so make shipwreck of our fwth; rather. 
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guided by the direction of Christ, let na 
" search the Scriptures, for they are th^ 
that testify of Him." Let us " hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them ; that by patience and comfort of his 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which God hath given us in his Son; 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ." In comformity 
with this precept, we proceed to compare 
the testimony of Scripture relative to the 
Incarnation of Christ, with the obligations 
of this Creed. \ i 

And here also, we are bound to ap- 
proach this " great mystery of godliness, 
God manifest in the flesh," with the 
greatest humility : " not finding our own 
pleasure, nor doing our own ways, nor 
speaking our own words ;" " not tempting 
the Lord our God," but speaking tliat whidi 
the word of the Lord hath revealed, by 
holy men of old, " as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost :" " and in tJiese latter 
times, by His Son Jesus," and His inspired 




Apostles. Conforming all our thoughts 
and words to this sacred and unerring 
standard of Gospel truth : and following 
also the footsteps, at a distance, of the 
pious and truly Christian composers and 
compilers of our incomparably excellent 
Liturgy ; who, in all that they wrote or 
sanctioned, concerning the doctrines and 
J^aith of their Saviour, shew forth the 
power of the Spirit of grace on their hearts, 
directing them to " do all things to the 
glory of God," and the honour of His name, 
through Jesus Christ. 

j^ SECTION XX. 

ailifor the right faith is, that we believe 
nnd confess, that our Lord Jesus Christy 
the Son of God, is God and man. 

This is the Faith, which the Scriptures 
declare to be necessary to salvation ; and 
is justly called " the Right Faith.'' 

" With the heart man beliereth unto 
righteousness ; and with the mouth, con' 
fession is made unto salvation/'j^om, x. 10. 
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Thejaith, therefore, which we confess 
with our lips, must have a corresponding 
influence on our hearts, and be made mani- 
fest in our hves and conversation : But it 
is alone through the power of Divine grace 
that we can beheve aright : it is *' the Spirit 
of truth," who alone can " guide us into all 
truth." With David, therefore, we must 
approach the throne of grace ; and implore 
God, in the Name of his beloved Son, to 
" send us the Comforter ;" to " create in us 
B clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within us ;" that we may contemplate with 
humility, the holy mystery of the Incarna- 
tion ; and learn of Him, who is " the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life." 

That our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, is both God and Man ; is the foun- 
dation and substance ; the beginning and 
end, of the whole, and of every part of the 
Christian dispensation. 

The eternal promise of God proclaimed 
it: the patriarchs of old saw it at a dis- 
tance : the predictions of the prophets fore- 
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told it ; and the great " Author and 
Finisher of our Faith," brought it to pass. 
The promise of God to the unhappy 
parents of our fallen race, was, that the 
seed of the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent's head, 

" It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel." — Gen. iii, 15. 

The Covenant of Promise, confirmed to 
the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, in whose seed, " all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed," kept up the ex- 
pectation of the Messiah. The predictions 
of the prophets, that a "Virgin should con- 
ceive and bear a Son ; and should call His 
name Emmanuel, or ' God with us ;' " pro- 
claimed with increased clearness the com- 
ing of Christ. The light expanded as the 
sun arose : and, " when the fulness of 
time was come, God sent forth His Son," 
born of a pure virgin, according to the 
declaration of the angel : — 

,„,! .Ml , ■■ ." ■.F»n.., , .'M ■ 
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" The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; there- 
fore, that holy Thing which ahall be born of thee, 
shaU be called the Son of God."--Luke I 35. 

Thus " The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us ; and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace aad 
truth." — John i. 14. 

Thus " God was manifest \a the flesh." — 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. 

SECTION XXI. 

God, of the substance of the Father, 
begotten before the worlds : and man, of 
the substance of His mother, born in the 
world. 

God, of the Divine, Eternal, Essential 
nature of God the Father, begotten " from 
everlasting," by a generation which none 
can declare. — See " Godhead One," Sec. 
V. ; and Sec. iv. Eternity of Son. 

" The glory which I had with Thee before the 
world was." — John xvii. 5. 

" Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world." — John xvii, 24. 



AxiAMan, conceived by the Eternal Spi- 
rit, in the human nature, " according to the 
eternal purpose ;" and born of the Virgin 
Mary, in Bethlehem, a city of David, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. — Matt, ii. 5, 6. 
and i. 2d. Luke ii. 4 and 11. 

" Behold a Virgin shall conceive, and bring forth 
a Son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel ; 
which being interpreted, is, ' God with iw.' " — Matt, 
i. 23. Also Is. Tii. 14. 

" God sent forth His Son, made of a woman."~^ 
Gal. iv. 4. 

" And she brought forth her first-born Son,"— 
Luke ii. 7. 

" Being in all things like unto His brethren, as it 
behoved Him ; that He might be a merciful High- 
Priest, in things pertaining unto God ; to make re- 
conciliation for the sins of the people." — Heb. ii. 17. 

" For we have not an High-Priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmitiea ; but 
was in all points tempted as we are; yet without sin." 
—Heb. iv. 15. 

"He tooknotupon Himthenatureof angels; but 
He took upon Him the seed of Abraham." — Heb. 
ii. 16. 

It was thus the " Man Cliriat Jesus, 
F 3 



J 




Il 



51 

the one Mediator between God and man ; 
Jesus, the Saviour, the Son of David ; 
Christ, the anointed Priest, Prophet, and 
King ; the " King of Zion !" the "Prophet 
of Nazareth of Galilee !" the " great 
High Priest that is passed into the hear- 
vens !" the Son of God ! " came to seek 
and to save that which was lost." — Com- 
pare 1 Tim. ii. 5. ; Matt. xxi. 5. 9, 12. ; 
Hch. iv. 14. 

" Jesus ! a man approved of God." — Acts ii. 22_ 
" The Son of Man, who hath power to forgive 
sins." — Murk ii. 20, et passim, 

" The Avians make of Christ a created 
God, and call Him God only on account of 
His Office, and not of His Nature, orwn- 
changeable substance. For this reason 
we are obliged to be particular in ex- 
pressing His substance; as being not/rail, 
mutable, perishing ; as the substance of 
creatures is but eternal, unchangeable, 
and all one with the Father." 

" The ApoUinarian, and other heresies 



have pretended, either that Christ had no 
human body at all ; or that He brought it 
■with Him from heaven^ and took it not of 
the Virgin Mary. 

" We are therefore forced to be particu- 
lar in this profession, that Hewasmara, of 
the substatice of His mother." — Water~ 
land. 

Christians are to judge for themselves, 
whether the conceits of man, or the Word 
of God, is to be preferred. 

SECTION XXII. 

Perfect God, and perfect man, of a 
reasonable soul and human flesh sub~ 
sisting. 

Perfect God, as partaking of all the 
perfections, and " fulness of the God- 
head." 

" The brightness of His Father's glory, and the 
express image of His person." — Heb, i. 3. 

,^ Perfect man, as possessing the spirt- 




tnal and bodily nature of man ; as the 
prophet David saith : — 

" Thou wilt not leave His sov.1 in hell, neitter 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption," — Psalm 
xvi. 10. 

" Neither ^'a flesh did see corruption." — Acts it, 
31. Also xiii. 37. 

" Forasmuch as the children are partakers offlesk 
and blood. He also partook of the same." — Heb. 
ii. 14. 

" A Spirit hath not_^esfi and bones as ye see mff 
have." — Luke xxiv. 39. 

Consequently, — 

SECTION XXIII. 

Equal to ike Father as touching His 
Godhead ; and inferior to the Father, 
as touching His manhood. 

In this sense we are to understand the 
words of Christ. — 

" I and my Father are One." — John x. 30. 

"The Father is greater than I." — Johti xiv. 28. 

*' The Jens therefore sought the more to kill Him, 
because He said that God was His Father ; making 
Himself equal with God," — John v. 18. 
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" The two last articles were to guard 
the Church from the Avians, who deny 
the Divine Perfection, or Divinity of 
Christ ; or against the Apoll'marians, 
who assert that He had a human hody 
only, without a rational soul ; imagining 
the Logos, or Word, to have supphed the 
place of the rational soxAS' 

The depravity of man can alone ac- 
count for these awful proofs, that " the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked." — Jer, xvii. 9. 

SECTION XXIV. 

Who, although he he God and man ; 
yet he is not two, but one Christ. 

Being " One Goi and Mediator between God and 
man ; the Man Christ Jesas.'' — 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

" God hath made the same Jesus both Lord and 
Christ."— Acts ii. 36. 

" For One is your Master, even Christ."- Matt. 
xxiii. 10. 

" Much more the grace of God, and the gift of 
grace, which is by One Man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many."— i^om. v. 15, 17. 




" Because the Christian Church as- 
serted two natures in Christ, whereby he 
is both perfect God and perfect nKm," 
The ApolUnar'mns, to serve their own 
views, " pretended that this was making 
two Christs : a Divine Christ, as to one na- 
ture, and a human Christ, in the other na- 
ture ; which was a vain thought, since hotk 
the natures joined in the One God-man," 
or ' Emmanuel,' " make still but One 
Christ, both God and Man," as the Scrip- 
tures have manifested above. — Water'^ 
land. See Sections xx. xxi. 

SECTION XXV. 

One, not bij cojiversion of the God- 
head into Flesh, but by taking of the 
Manhood into God. 

" Who, beinff in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but took upon Him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men."— PAi;. li. 6, 7. See Sect. 21. 

Christ, as thb Scripture declares^ tooli 
upon Him owx flesh : " He assumed hu- 



man nature ; took man into an union with 
God ; and thus He was one Christ ; and 
not by confounding the two natures in 
one, and subjecting the Godhead to 
cliange," as the Apollinarians falsely say. 

SECTION XXVI. 

One altogether ; not by Conftision of 
Stthstance, lint hy Unity of Persons. 

" Christ, then, is One Altogether ; en- 
tirely one, though His two natures remain 
distinct ; not by confounding or mingling 
two natures or substances into one nature 
or substance, as the Apollinarians also 
pretend, but by uniting them Both in One 
Person." 

" To U8 there is but One God the Father, and 
One Lord Jesus Christ." — i Cor. viii. 6. See Heb. 
i. 3. and Sect. xxii. 

Which Scripture presents to us a Name 
expressive of both the Divine and human 
character altogether ; which is beautifully 
illustrated also by the following words : 

For as the reasonable soul and flesh.. 
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is ONE MAN, SO GoD mui MAN JS ONE 

Christ. 

That is to say, there are two very dis- 
tinct, and very different substances in 
man — a hodi/ and a soul ; one material, 
the other immcderial ; one mortal, the 
other immortal : and botli these sub- 
stances, nevertheless, make up but one 
not by eoiifoundittg or mingling 
those two different substances, (for they 
are entirely distinct and different, and 
will ever remain so) but by uniting them 
in One Person. Even so, may the two 
distinct natures. Divine and Jmman, in 
Christ make One Person" — Waierland. 

The author of the Creed having thus 
finished his explication of the great doc- 
trines of the Trinity and Incarnation^ 
proceeds to the other doctrines of the 
Christian Faith. 



SECTION XXVII. 
Who suffered for our salvation : 
descended into hell, rose again the third 
day from the dead. 

" Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into His glory V 
was the question of the crucified Jesus, 
put to the two disciples, as they went to 
the village called Emmaus. 

-" Thus it behoved Hira to suffer, and to 
rise again from the dead the third day," 
was the answer of the Saviour Himself to 
His disciples, after His resurrection. 

What need have we of further testi- 
mony ? 

The Scriptures furnish us with abun- 
dant evidence of Christ's stfferings and 
resurrection. 

" We see Jesus, who was made little lower than 
the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with 
glory and honor ; thnt He, by the grace of God, 
should taste dealh for every man. 

" For it became Him, for whom are all things, and 
by wliom are all things, in bringing many sons nnto _ 
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g^ory, to makft the Captain of hhv 8alvati<»i perfect 
tbiou^ suffering$r — Heb. ii. 9, 10. 
' ** Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
our faith ; who, for the joy that was set befoie Him, 
endured the cross^ despising the shame, and w 8^ 
down at the right hand of God." — Heb. xiL 2» 

** He learned obedience from the things which He 
suffered; and, being made perfect. He became the 
AnthcMr of eternal sabatioo unto ail them that obey 
BimJ'—Beb. r. 9. Se&AcU xvii, 3,; 1 PeL iv. 1.; 
^c^«iii. 15. 

** Destroy this temple* and in three days I will 
raise it up."— /o^n ii. 19. 

'' The third day I shall be perfected."-^Zici(e 
XUJ.32. 

** As Jonas was three days and three n^ts in the 
whale's belly ; so shall the Son of man be ^Jb*ee days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth.''— Afo/^^ 
xu. 40. 

** And the third day He shall be raised again." — 
Matt. xvii. 23. 

These were the predictions of Christ, 
Jiefor^ Hi3 death ; which were litendly fiil- 
filledJ>y His resurrection from the dead die 
third day: for — 

" Upon the first day of the week, very early in.Ae 
rnin^, they came unto the sqpulchre, and found 
J 



the stone tolled away; and they entered in, and 

found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And, behold, 
two men stood by them in shining garments; and 
said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the 
dead ? he is not here, but is risen : remember how He 
spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee, saying. 
Hie Son of man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day me 
again." — Luke xxiv. 1 — 8. 

Thus "Christ" " became obedient unto death." 
^Phil. ii. 8. 

1 1 1 And " made peace through the blood of the cross." 
—Col. i. 20. 

'" Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God : being 
yuf to death in the^esft, but yuicienfii by the Spirit; 
by which also He went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison."— 1 Pel. iii. 18, 19. 

See also Psalm xvi. 10.; Eph. iv. 9, 10.; Aclf, 
ii. 31 ; 1 Pet. iv. 6. Et passim. 

SECTION xxvin. 

He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of tJie Father, God 
Almighty, from whence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

" Now that He ascended, what is it, but that He 
G 2 



also descended Srst into the lower parts of the earth." 
—Eph. iv. 9. 

" He that descended, is iLe same also that as- 
cended up far above all heavens, that He might fill 
all things."— J^pA. iv. 10. 

" What ! and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where He was before !" — John vi. 62. 

" And when He had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, He was taken up, and a cloud receiv^ 
■Hiin out of their sight."— ^cis i. 9. 

" This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven shall so come in like manner as je have 
seen Him go into heaven. — Actsi. 11. , 

" So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, 
He was received up into heaven, and sat on the ^igl^t 
hand of God."— Mark xvi. 19. 

" If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Hesilteth at the right ha»d 
of6od:'—Col.m.l. 

" 1 ascend unto my Father and your F.ather, and 
to my God and your God." — John xx. 17. 

" 1 charge thee, therefore, before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who slhaiW judge thequich and the 
dead, at His appearing and His kingdom." — 3 Tim. 
W.l. 

" It is He that was ordained of God xa judge the 
quick and the dead." — Acts x. 42. 

" For this end Christ both died, and rose^ 9 
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revived, that He might be Lord both of the dead and 
living." — Rom, siy. 9. 

See also Aclsxvii. 31.; Matt. \xv. 31. et passim. 

SECTION XXIX. 

At whose coming all men shall rise 
again with their bodies, and shall give 
account for their own works. 

And they that have done good, shall 
go into everlasting life ; and they that 
have done evil, into everlasting fire. 

" To give account to Him, who is ready to judge 
the quick and the dead." — 1 Pel. iv. 5. 

" Verily ! verily ! I say unto you, the hour is com- 
ing, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God ; and they that hear shall live" 
—John V. 25. 

" All that are in the graves shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life ,- and they that have done evil 
I unto the resurrection of damnation." — John v. 28, 29. 
I " When the Son of man shall come in His glory, 
and all the holy angeU with Him ; then shall He sit 
upon the throne of His glory, and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations: and He shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth the sheep 
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from the goats ; and He shall set the sheep od tlie 
rigbt hand, but the goata on the left." — Matt. xxv. 
31—34. 

" Then shall the King say unto them on the right 
hand ; Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
viOTid."~Malt. XXV. 34. 

" Then shall He say also unto them on the left 
hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."— JlfaM. 
XXV. 41 . 

" For we must all appear before the judgment-seat 
of Christ, that every one may receive the things done 
in His body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad." — 2 Cor. v. 10. 

" Every one shallgive account of himself to God." 
—Horn. siv. 12. 

" But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you. He that raised up Chriat 
from the dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies.'' 

— iioffi. viii. 11. 

" And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be- 
fore God ; and the books were opened ; and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life : and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works." — 
Reu. XX. 12. 

Loid seaich the heart : I tr^ IhereinBievea 



to gire to every man according to his ways, and ac- 
cording to the fruit of his doings." — Jer. xvii. 10. 

" And every man shall receive his own reward, 
according to his own labour." — 1 Cot. iii. 8. 

See also 1 Thess.'n. 16.; Rom. ii. 6— U.; Mall. 
XYi. 37, et passim. 

Thus hath Christ Jesus, by His meri- 
torious sufferings and death, " by His one 
oblation of Himself once offered, made a 
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and satisfaction, for the sins of the 
whole world." Thus hath He " finished 
transgression ; made an end of sin ; made 
reconciliation for iniquity ; brought in ever- 
lasting righteousness; sealed up the vision 
and prophecy ; and been anointed most 
holy." 

What ! though His lifeless body was 
taken down from the cross, and laid in the 
sepulchre : our faith is not buried with Him : 
We are not disappointed of our hope, " that 
this was He that should redeem Israel." 
For Whom the Jewish rulers with wiclced 
hands did crucify and slay, Him God raised 



up tlie tMrd (lay from the dead, and shewed 
Him openly unto chosen witnesses. And, 
thus, the " promise which was made unto 
the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, in that He hath 
raised up Jesus again ; as it is written, in 
the second Psalm, Thou art my Son ! this 
day have I begotten Thee. And as con- 
cerning that he hath raised Him up from 
the dead, now no more to return to 
corruption. He saith on this wise ; I will 
give unto you the sure mercies of David : 
. wherefore He saith also in another psalm. 
Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption. For David, after he had 
served his own generation, by the will of 
God, fell on sleep, and was lain unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption : but He whom 
God raised again saw no corruption." — 
Acts xiii. 32—38. 

Nor hath Christ Jesus failed in His pre- 
cious promise to his disciples, " I will not 
leave you comfortless ;" for when " He as- 
cended on high. He led captivity captivCi 



and gave gifts unto men." Being at tha 
right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, He sendeth the blessed " Com- 
forter, the Spirit of truth," to " abide 
with us for ever," and to " guide us into 
all truth ;" " being exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance unto 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins ;" " He now 
ever liveth to. make intercession for us, 
and is able to save to the uttermost, all 
who come to God through Him." 

" Blessed, therefore, be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, 
according to His abundant mercy, hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible and unde- 
iiied, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for those who are kept by the 
power of God through faith, unto salva- 
tion, ready to be revealed in the last day, 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ, who is 
ordained of God to be Judge of the quick 
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and the dead :" " who when he cuffaeth 
shall judge the world with righteousness, 
and his people with equity ;" and " shall 
render to every man according to what he 
hath done, whether it be good or evil; 
and these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, hut the righteous into life 
eternal." 

SECTION XXX. 

This is the Catholic Faith, which, ex- 
cept a man believe faithfully, he cannot 
be saved. 

These words convey to us a milder, but 
not less ohligatory mode of expression, 
than those used in the second Article of 
this creed ; " Which faith, except every 
one do keep whole and untlefiled, without 
doubt he shall perish everlastingly." — ' 
Words, which have (surely unnecessa- 
rily,) given offence ; probably from a false 
delicacy, similar to that by which the word 
Damnation is objected to in the Litany, — 



a state from which we cannot too unequi- 
vocally pray to be delivered 

No one who is acquainted with the 
Liturgy of the Church of England can for 
a moment suppose that these words are 
meant to " exclude any such merciful abate- 
ments or allowances, as shall be made for 
men's particular circumstances, weatnesses, 
frailties, ignorance, inability, or the like ; 
or for their sincere intentions, and honest 
desires of knowing and doing the whole 
will of God ; accompanied by " godly sor- 
row," and true repentance of their sins ; 
and a hearty resolution, by the grace of 
God, to forsake them ; " with firm reliance 
upon God's mercy, through the sole merits 
of Jesus Christ." 

" There can be no doubt, however, but 
that men are accountable for their faith 
as well as practice." 

Under any circumstances, therefore, the 
Church of England is authorised in using 
this language of truth, consistently with 
the word of God : aud thus we have seen 
she does use it. 



^H covetiai 
^H Almig} 
^H the me 
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The Gospel is, indeed, an everlasting' 
covenant of grace and mercy ; made by 
Almighty God witli fallen man, through 
the mediation of Christ his Son. 

The Son of God, in pity and compas-^ 
sion to the lost and perishing condition of 
mankind through sin, voluntarily under- 
took their redemption : He, " through 
the eternal Spirit, offered himself to God," 
as a sacrifice and atonement for sin ; " He 
looked, and there was none to help : He 
wondered that there was none to uphold J 
therefore His own arm brought salvation." 
" For this cause, God was manifest in the 
flesh, — justified of the Spirit, — seen <rf 
angels, — preached unto the Gentiles, — be- 
lieved on in the world, and received up 
into glory." But to those atone who " re- 
ceived Him, gave He power to become th* 
sons of God, even to those who believei 
on His name." Wherever the Gospel is 
preached, it is the power of God unto 
salvation" onlij "to those that believe" and 

know that Jesus is the Christ, the Sen 
of the Jiving God." SaV\a\Aow\¥, \.Vvc gifiE 



of Godj through Jesus Christ ; anil " there 
is salvation by none other." " God, it is 
most true, so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him might not perish, but 
have everlasting life :" and " he that he- 
licveth is not condemned ; but he that 
believeth not is already condemned, be- 
cause he hath not believed on the only- 
bcgotten Son of God." 

Again, " He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life, and he that believeth 
not the Son, shall not see life ; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him ;" and 
" every spirit that confesaeth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is of God ; but 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is not of 
God ; but this is the spirit of anticlirist," 
Finally, " he that believeth not shall be 
damned." 

Such, therefore, is the ^Covenant of 
Grace ; and these are its great indispens- 
able conditions, viz. tliat we, from a deeij 
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sense of bnr lost and corrupt state^ tlirou^ti 
sin, repent, and. believe the Gospel, '* lobk- 
ing unto Jesus, tbe Author and Finisfk^^ 
of our Faith ;" and " walking, as he silsb 
walked ;" yet, knowing that *' it is (jfdA 
worketh in us, both to will and to dd, ' *6f 
his good pleasure/' 

Our truly Evangelical Church, eatihlofe 
with reason, therefore, be censured, tot 
maintaining the ''Faith delivered utito 
tiie Saints; for which. Prophets and Apbs- 
tles have not feared to die ; and mairiyrs 
have shed their blood ; for which Christ 
Jesus himself became obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross/* 

Wisely, we must rather confess, hatli 
she warned her children, to '' beware lest 
that come upon them, which is spoken of 
in the prophets." ^' Behold, ye despisers, 
and wonder, and perish !" to be mindful 
of those " who have crept in unawares ; 
who turn the grace of God into lascivious- 
ness; denying the only Lord God, and 
Qur Lord Jesus Christ." Affectionately 
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hath she exhorted them to take heed, 
'' lest any spoil them, through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ.*' That their hearts may be 
confirmed, being knit together in love, 
and unto all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding ; to the acknowledgment of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Christ ;" '^ who is over all, God 
blessed for ever f and to Whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, the ever 
blessed and eternal Trinity, Three Persons 
aad One God, be, as is ever due, all 
honour, power, praise and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. — Amen. 
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. THE ATHANASIAN CREED 

Briefly compared with the Liturgy in 
general, and with the Articles of the 
Church of England. 

That Faith in Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, our only Mediator and Advocate, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour, is the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of the Protes- 
tant Church, is devoutly evidenced by the 
testimony of every prayer in her admir- 
able Liturgy. i 

If, therefore, this alone saving Faith 
be considered a principle of exclusiveness 
and uncharitableness, we have no hesita- 
tion in admitting, that the Church of 
England is the most uncharitahle and 
exclusive communion in the Christian 
world ; for she unequivocally and reli- 
giously maintains, that " hereby alone we 
obtmn remission of our sins, and are mode 
partakers of the kingdom of heaven." It 
follows, therefore, us a necessary conse- 
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quence, that except " we keep this Faith 
whole and undefiled," i, e. believe it faith- 
fully, " without doubt we shall perish ever- 
lastingly ;" or, without doubt " we carinot 
be saved." 

The Catholic Faith of the Athanasian 
Creed, is, confessedly, the universal Faith, 
expressed in the prayers for " all condi- 
tions of men, and for the whole state'of 
Christ's Church militant here on earth :" 
In the Collects for Ash-Wednesday, and 
Good-Friday, and in almost all the peti- 
tions of the Litany, not to mention the 
prevalence of the same spirit of Faith, 
throughout the whole of tlie Liturgy, 

The identity of the holy doctrine of the 
Triiiitij, as explained in the Athanasian 
Creed, in the Services and Articles of the 
Church, is direct, and conclusive. 

What parallel can be more close, than 
the sublime address in the Litany, to the 
holy, blesaed, and glorious Trinity, 
Three Persons and one God? or, 

Tiian tiie solemn acknowledgment of the 
II 3 




Three Divine Persons of the Godhead, in 
the hymn, " Te Deum," and in the Apos- 
tles' Creed ? What concordance can be 
greater than the public declaration which 
we make of our belief in this doctrine, in 
the Nicene Creed, in the Collects fo* 
Trinity Sunday, as well as in the first 
and fifth articles of our religion ? Indeed, 
the terms used in many instances to ccrf* 
press this " mystery of Faitli," are literally 
m;> exact, that it would be as difficult td 
shew the distinction, as it is easy to point 
qut their agreement. 

, In a word, so indispensable is Faith in 
the blessed Trinity, to salvation ; that in 
obedience to the command of Christ, wis 
are " grafted into the body of his Church," 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost ; we are confirmed 
in tlie Christian covenant, with the same 
blsssmg ; and in the Faith of the Holy 
Trinity, are admitted into the " Commui 
nion of Christ's body and blood." 
^.wTlie same admirable coincidence, be- 



tween the Athanasian Creed, and its kin- 
dred religious Services, exists, in that 
" great mystery of godliness," the " Incar- 
nation of our Lord Jesus Christ ;" as well 
as in all the circumstances attending his 
blessed life and ministry ; sufferings and 
death ; resurrection and ascension. 

Examine again, the Litany, Te Deum, 
Afiostles' andNicene Creeds; the Collects 
for the Annunciation, for Advent Sunday, 
Christmas Day, the Purification ; for the 
Sunday before Easter, Easter Day, and 
for Ascension Day ; also the Second, Third, 
and Fourth Articles of the Church; and 
we shall discover fifellowshqi so pei'fect, 
that " he may run that readeth it." 
, A more accurate comparison will be 
found in the concluding pages, although 
sufficient, perhaps, may have been made 
to satisfy a sincere and liberal enquirer. ■ 

Having shewn, therefore, what was pro" 
posed, " that the principle for admitting 
and retaining the Athanasian Creed, in 
tbo Book of. Common Prayer," was its . 



I 



perfect agreement with the pure"^\iA 
holy doctrines and spirit of the Chci&tiah 
Faith, as revealed in the Gospel ; andi^its 
EDtire accordance with the other tMly 
evangelical Creeds, Sacraments, Articleei 
and Prayers of the Established Chuteh; 
we are constrained to observe, in the lanw 
guage of the Eighth Article; that the 
Athanasian, as well as the Apostles' and 
Nicene Creeds, " ought to he thoroughly 
believed and received ; for they may hk 
proved by most certain warrants of hxAy 
Scripture." 

Upon the whole, we are led to concludey 
that the objections which are offered to th^ 
AthanasianCreed, are either made seriously 
to its doctrines, or merely to the manner 
in which those doctrines are expressed, ' 
■ If it be to the doctrines ; those objec- 
tions equally apply to tlie whole of the 
Litvrgy. 

These doctrines, however, have bdea 
ihewn at large, to bo the doctrines of tlii) 
dirixiiati Fuitk, as revealed in the Gos^ 



of God our Saviour, by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Such objections are therefore inadmis- 
sible, as being contrary to the Word of 
God. 

■ If these objections be merely to the 
manner of expression ; giving them all 
their weight, they are but as " dust in the 
balance," compared with the infinite value 
of the doctrines contained in this Creed. 
Yet we have seen, that even the expres- 
sions alluded to, taken in their widest 
sense, when connected with the Christian 
belief, are perfectly consonant vrith the 
language of Scripture. 

" Judge ye therefore, whether it be 
right in the sight of God, to hearken unto 
man, more than unto God." 

Let us not dispute about terms, and 
neglect the spirit of the Creed ; catch at 
the shadow, and lose the substance ! The 
Athanasian Creed, seriously considered, 
and duly estimated, stands as a sacred 
pillar of the Liturgy, and an ornament to 



the structure which it assists to support. 
Take away this pillar, and you weaken the 
holy edifice ; you open an avenue to its 
inmost shrines, even to the " very horns of 
the altar." 

Hence appear ihe perilous consequences 
of entertaining a treacherous spirit of con- 
cession, already too prevalent, which may 
involve the safety of the Chuj'ch itself; 
for only once consent to remove the Athar 
nasian Creed from the Book of Common 
Prayer, and where can you stop ? What 
ohjcction, that seriously affects apart, ia 
not equally applicable to the whole ? 

Let us be most careful how we encouraga 
a spirit of innovation, in " things belong- 
ing unto God ;" which, like the altars of 
old, are sacred memorials of the service of 
God ; like the holy Scriptures themselves, 
are consecrated monuments of the provi- 
dential care of an Almighty hand, in pre- 
serving them from the influence of infide- 
Hty, and from the intolerance of bigotry 
and fanaticism. 
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J 'Be it our anxious concern, to "hold 
fist this form of sourid words," " whole 
and undejiledr " in faith and loce ;" that 
" we may be joined together in unity of 
spirit, in one communion and fellowship; 
in the mystical body of Christ ;" " in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and 
purity ;" " taking heed unto the doctrine 
which is according to godliness, even the 
words of Jesus Christ ; continuing in those 
things which we have learned, and haTtr 
been assured of, knowing of whom wc 
have learned them, and that they are able 
to make us wise unto salvation, through 
faith in Christ Jesus :" To Him, the King 
eternal ! immortal ! invisible ! the only 
wise God ! with the Father, and the Hoh/ 
Ghost, be honour and glory, for ever and 
ever. — Amen. 
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ATHANASIAN CREED, 



WITH 



PARALLEL PASSAGES FROM THE LITURGY, 

ARTICLES, &c. 



SECTION It 

A^joofiOEYER will be 
saved, before all things 
U.is necessary that he 
kjold th^CatboUeFaWL 
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SECTION I. 

" Holy Scripture 
doth set out unto us 
onlif the name oii^ua 
Christ, whereby . ^ 
must be saved*'' — Atz 
iicle 18. 

" I believe in One, 
Catholic and Apostoli- 
cal Church." — Nieene 
Creed. 

" O God the Crea- 
tor and Preserver of all 
mankind, we humbly 
beseech Thee for aU 
sorts and conditions of 
men, that Thou would* 



^p^^^ ^^^^^^ 




est be pleased to make 




Tfty ways known unto 




them, Thysavi/igJieaifh 




unto all nations. More 




especially we pray for 




the good estate of the 




Catholic Chm-ch, that 




it may be so guided and 


r 


governed by Thy good 




Spirit, that all who pro- 




fess and call themselves 


, 


Christians, may be led 




into the way of Trtdh, 




and hold the FaUk in 


Which Faith, except 


unity of spirit in the 


every one do keep 


bond of peace, and 


»Aofc and wukfikd. 


righteousness of life" 


without doubt he shall 


—Prayer for all Con- 


perish everlastingly. 


ditiom of Men. 




" Almighty God," 




" who desirest not the 




death of a sinner; but 




rather that he may turn 


-'_ 


from his wickedness 




and live." " He par- 


V 


done th and absolvcth 


■^^. 


1 
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xju/ { ' : all them that truly re- 

.^V — y.\. . >;V ■ ' pent, and unfeignedly 

■■\ believe His holy Gos^ 
peV^ — Absolution, 

" Whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Him, 
> shall not die etemMifJ^ 
— Burial Service J -'' if 

« 

" Whereby c^kme^'if^ 
obtain remission of ocdr 
sins, and are madepar'^ 
h^^\ • takers of the kingdom 

■/ii .^. of heaven." — Comsnu* 

.»si / • nion Service. 

>« ' .^v^ ^ ** Grant vlb perfectly 

:t ' . ■'- and mtkaut all doubi 

i i . r \o believe in Thy Son 

Jesus Christ; that our 

» jPafVA may never be n0K 

' proved'' — Collect far 

' St. Thomas' Day. 

'^ There is 920 eoiic2^97t- 

92a/2oi2 for them thatfo- 

/ie2?e and are baptized,** 

^ — Article 9. 

.. i " Thou didst open 
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ir 






J>^V 
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-»v> virrr. ■• ti" ■'' ^ ? 

^iTfAlidr tike Catholic 

worsbif>v>On& £rodf in 
^kM^^viuiil Ttifity in 



«»•-•-■' .;•••< 







»y>S\Vv\^v.'^ 




1^0 i^' -' ;' '■ 


• • 

i 


>!„> .£ i •• 


' A 






( 



i 



I-:- 



. Neither confounding 



the kingdom of heaven 
to aU believer s.^^—Te 
^ Deum. 

SECTION n. 

** Almighty and ever- 
lasting God^ who hast 
given unto us thy ser- 
vants, grace by the con- 
fession of a trtie Faith, 
to acknowledge the 
glory of the Eternal 
Trimtjfy and in the 
power' of the Hivine 
Majesty, toworship^e 
Unity. We beseedi 
Thee that Thou would- 
est keep us siedfast in 
this Faith."— Cdifei?#, 
Trinity Sunday. 

" O holy, blessed, 
and glorious Trinity, 
Tliree Persons and One 
God, have mercy upon 
us miserable sinners/' 
— Litany. 

"WhoartOw(?Gorf," 

i2 
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if^ the Subskace. 



it 



1 .1' 



SBCTION III. 

JFor there fe One 
person of the Father, 
another of the Son, 
and another of the Holy 
Ghpst, 



not one only Person^ 
but Three Persons in 
One Substance. For 
that which we believe 
of the glory of the Fa^ 
ther, the same we be- 
lieve of the Son^ and of 
the Holy Ghost ; with- 
out any difference or 
inequality^ — Comsmu^^ 
nion Service; CoBl^t, 
Trinity Sunday^ I .,.]i 

SECTION in. , 

■ <1 

" I believe in Qq^ 
the Father Almig^j** 
'^ and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord. 

" I believe in the 
Holy Ghost.** — Apos- 
tles* Creed. 

" The holy Church 
throughout the world 
doth acknowledgeThee. 
The Fa/A^ofanlnfi. 
nite Majesty ; Thine 
honourable^ true^^ and 



',Wwr?\ ^\(WTIKO I'l 


only .Sot, also the Holy 


lit 54ii..l-r?\ •>■■'*,''- " 


Ghost the Comforter." 


1r>'I 


— TeDeum. 


t>-i 


" The grace of our 


-liA ' 


Lord Jesiis Christ, and 


Isd (tw fii.i 


the love of God, and 


l0lMl*.r>' 


the fellowship of the 


Mdiw -. Sr. 


Holy Ghost, be with us 


in *ws' ■ 


all evermore." — Amen, 


■*»"^*''^bnoN rv. 


SECTION IV. 


;^''B«t the Godhead of 


" And in the Unity 


the Father, of the Son, 


of this Godhead, there 


and of the Holy Ghost, 


be Three Persons of 


Is all One : the Glory 


One Substance, Power 


e^al, the Majesty co- 


and Eternity, The 


eiernoL 


Father, tlie Son, anti 


isnif:.) ■-■•■ 


the Holy Ghost."— 


iJnoJ-tv 


Article 1. ""1 


pi'. 


" Glory be to tlie 


'-V' 


Father, and to the Son, 




andtot}ie Holy Ghost." 


. '' 


—See Collect for Tri- 


W-. 


nity Sunday, Sectionu. 


i.niil'l'BE^TIONV. 


—Section xi. xii. 


SECTION V. 


tfiSuph,*s .UB.Eiltlicr 


As the Collect in the 
I 3 
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Aich is .the Holgr Gkoat. 

"■ . ' . « ■ ■ ■ • 

The Father unere- 
iUe, the Son uncreaiet 
and the Holy Ghost 



■. ;. -■ 



iW'i .■?■■ 



^ .'. 



.The Father incom-* 
INrehensible, the Son 
lacomprebensible, and 
the Hcdy Ghost incom^ 

tehMstble^ 



GorapanomotttS^nmlClfor 
Trinity Suiid«gr>;^t% 
expr^ssefl4Tr .'ill 'irli 

'^As it was in ,ib9 
Beginmng, is now^ and 
ever shall be, world 
without end." — i. e. 

" Glory was in the 
Beginmngf* /^M^m 
everlasting/' befoi^N^dl 
creation, ** to the £ti^ 
ther, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost." 

" Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and 
earth." 

'^And in Jesus Christ, 
the only begotten Son 
of God; 

*^ By whom aU things 
were made^ — Nicene 
Creed. 

See *' not Three in^ 
comprehensibles." 



»« » 





^" 






iW- 


The Father eternal. 


That Eabh Person 


tjie Son eternal, 


and 


of the Holy Tiinlty ia 


the Holy Ghost eter- 


iVCTTfo/.— See the First 


Hdi. •■'■ 




Article of Religion, 
Sections. —Collect for 


blU-. .*( r. 




hilow . 




Trinity Sunday, Sec- 


-r>ij».i— ■'- 




tion ±—Also Article 


aili /.; .' ■ 




Kfih, Section xi. 


■' And yet they are not 


ThaiihiiThree Eter- 


Three Eternals; 


but 


nal Persons oii\\GTn~ 


Orle Eternal. 




nity are One Eternal 
God.— See Sections y'u 










and xiv. 


.Yl<lirr.,H 




In the Sixth Section 


bos na/-'. 




it is clearly shewn, that 






^acA of the Three Di- 
vine Persons of the 
Trinity, is God, and 




Rijr 






that they together are 


»^^>V 




but 0)ie God. 


»«w'A^' 




Wercpeat, therefore, 
" that which we believe 
of the glory of the Fa- 
ther, the same we be- 












lieve of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, with* 








out any dtjferenu bT 






i«e(]ualUij" 

1 



^ 



Three mcqgfaprehsibsir\ 
bte8,tnoi: Tireif wacse- 
ated*, but One ^meve* 
ated^ and Q;ie incom- 



X » 



•J. ■■ ■ 

So likewise the Fa^. 
t^lBr U 4-lniigktyy the 
Son 4h9»gktjf, and the 
S9ily Oboet Almighty • 

.\v4ad yet they are not 
Three AlmightieSj but 
One Almighty, 

« 



So that; if the Fc^ 
iher be incomprehenBi-' 
ble, the Son is incom- 
prehensible, and the 
Holy Ghost is incom- 
prehensible. 

Yet not Three ih- 
comprehensibles, but 
One incomprehensible* 

Also; if the Faihet 
be Eternal, the Son i9 
Eternal, and the Holy 
Ghost Eternal. 

Yet not Three Eter- 
nals, but Q;ie Eternal, 

Likewise, if the Fa^ 
iker be Almighty , the 
aS^;} is Ahfnigkty, and 
the ^To/^ Ghost Al^ 
ndghty. 

Yet not Three Al- 
mighties, but Q;ie Al- 
mighty. 

As also not Three 
uncreated, but Qta6( mi- 
created. :,f^ .,]li 

Now the Ch^hwk 



9d 



5\ V 



n:o: 


or.' 




ni ^ai'' ' 


Jjjd ,:'!.'.'.'• 


• • 


\^AN-:-;V ;. 


" V>»!> 


• ■ • *v 


-I9J» ) 'a' IV 


(i:l.t- 


-xvX. . 
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, N SECTION VI. 

Salil^ Father is GW5 
the Son is Goc?, and 
the Holy Ghost is God. 



khowIedgUS' ' ^ God Aie 
F«rttff*, tobe V^' 

Gf^/^j/feilfe/'orini^^ 
comprehensible '' Ma- 
jesty •" ' 

Tobean''>flM^A^/ 
Everhisting, and £^er- 
nal God." 

** Whose kingdom is 
Everlasting, and Power, 
Infinite." 

So likewise must be 
the Son^ and the jFZb/y 
Ghost; for they are Que 
Gorf together with the 
Father: 

" Thou V only O^ 
Omst, Tiith the flirfy' 
Ghost, art MoviJl^l^ 
in the glory of Gorf the 
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SECTION VI. 

« O God the Father 
of Heaven :" 

" O God the Son, 



H 



\lir ' . .i "■ :. ' 


Redeemer of the 


1 


world :" 


• 


" O God the Holy 


■ .: 


Ghost : 




" Have mercy upon 


• ■ 


us miserable smners." 


•..:*' ■■■ ■ c" 


— Litany. 


And yet they are not' 


" I believe in One 


fJlree QoAs^ hat One 


GodJ^—Nicene €Med. 


God. ^ 


'^WhoartOweGWi'^ 


• 


— Communion Service. 


# . • . 


''Inihe Unity oitlie 


' . •. / 


same Spirit y One God.'* 


•■>.«> '. 


—Collect, Whit'Smr- 


v-*x > /•: 


day. 


J' _■ ; ■ • ' ... 

SECTION vir. 


SECTION VII. 


So likerwi^, the Fa- 


" We praise Thee, 


iki^UZirrd, the Son 


O God, we acknow- 


Xrofrf, and the Holy 


ledge Thee to be tbe 


©host Lord. 


L&rd:'^Te Detm. 



.. M 



-,<v 



''OiorrfGod,Hea-! 
venly King, God Ihei 
Fathei* Almighty,**. ,;> 

^*0 Lord, the pAy 
begotten Son^ J^esu^.- 
Chriat*--' ' . .• 'V •.->• ,<twv 





-^^^^^ 




"Oi(»-(/Go<l, Lamb 




of God, Son of the Fa- 


tloU ^.: 






Seriice. 


lUi^u 1 < 


I believe m the Holy 




Ghost, the Lord and 




Giver of life," — Nicene 




Creed. 


And yet not TAree 


" Thou only art the 


Lords -, but One Lord. 


Lord." 




" Who art One God, 




One Lord" — Conmu- 




mon Service. 




" And in One Lord, 




Jesus Christ." — Nicene 




Creed. — See Section 




viii. 


SECTION VIII. 


SECTION vnr. 


For like aa we are 


"Holy! Holy! Holy! 


competlcd by the Chris- 


Lord God of Sabaoth." 


tian verity, to actiiow- 


— Te Deum. ~~ See 


ledge every Person by 


Sections vi. and vii. 


himself to be God, and 




Lord: 




So are we forbidden 


" For there is but 


by tKe CalhoHc Reli- 


One Living and true 


gion, lo siiy, there be 


GoCi."~Ariicie 1. 




^ i 



m 



Three Qoisy'or TTiree 
Lord8# ' 



SECTION IX. 

The Father is made 
of none : neither cre- 
ated nor begotten. 



SECTION x. 

The Son is of the Fa- 
ther alone: not made» 
not created; but begot" 
ten. 



And * Cter iMd;' 
as we haYe seeo^ — ;j8fc- 
tion viL . « 

SECTION IX« ' ' 

He is '' Ae JfiriWr' 
and Presenrer «f ^l^ 
things^ visible and in- 
visible." — Artick !• 

Himself, neither Mocfe 
nor created, nor begai^ 
ten. — See Section v. 

SECTION X, 

'' And in One Lord 
Jesus Christ; the onhf - 
begotten Son of God.** 

*' Begotten, not madeg^ 
being oiOne Subsianiee 
with the Father.''— 2&, 

cene CreecU ...^^ 

" The Son, whichj^ 
the Word of the Father^ 
begotten from everkunU 
ing of the Father.** — 
Article 2.— See CoBeei 
for the NaiMij/>^4mr 
Lord. A 



v^ 


^^^M 


^^k.StCTIOX 


SECTION Ttl. 


^^ftie Holy Ghost is 


'* The Holy Ghost 


of the Fathei-, and of 




the Son ; neither made, 


Father and the Son, 


iK)r created, nor begot- 


is of One Substance, 


ten, but proceeding. 


Majesty, and Glory, 




with the Father, and 




the Son : Very and 


"afci' 


Etermi GoA."— Arti- 




cle 5. 


^^I^Ek 


" I believe in the 


^^s.- 


Holy Ghost," " Who 


^^KmBr^'- 


proceedeth from the 




Father and the Son." 


— Nicene Creed. 


So there is One Fa- 


" God, the Holy 


fher, not Three Fa- 


Ghostj^oce^rfing' from 


thers: One Son, not 


the Father and theSon." 


J%ree Sons : Oiie Holy 


— Litany.—- See Sec- ' 


Ghost, not 77iree Holy 


tlon V. — See " One 


fihbsts. 


God, One Lord."— 




Sections vi. vii. viii. ■ 


"" "section XII. 


SECTION XII. 


•m^^ in thia Trinity 


Here we again re- 


none is afore or after 


peat, that " what we 

K 


_ 


I 
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•: * 



othart nond is greater 
or less than another* 



n 



-» But the whole Three 
Persons ax^ Co-etemai 
^gether, ^<SL,Co-equai. 



* ', 



'^ 



believe of the Father ^ 
the same we believe of 
the Son^ and of the Ho^ 
ly Ghost f without any 
d^erence , qv ine^juZ" 

!f hi III,// 

Therefore the Three 
Persons of the God- 
l^ead, are together, Co^ 
equal. 

" In the Unity of 
the Godhead there be 
Three Persons of One 
substance, power, and 
eternity J** They are /o- 
^gether, therefore, Co^ 
etemoL 



\^ 



SECTION xiir. 



So that in all thmgs, 
as is aforesaid^ the Uni^ 
ty in 'Trinity and the 
IHnityi in Unity is to 
be worshipped. 



SECTION xtii. 



^1 



« The Holy Ghi^ 
who together with tl^e 
Father and the Son, is 
worshipped and glori- 
fied." — Nicene Creed. 

We have seen that 
they are worshipped in 



r 


^^^^^ 


^B^ 




the Three distind Per- 






sons, in Section vi. 


^«r..i< 1 






liu SECTION XIV 




SECTION XIV. 


""He' therefore 


that 


Namely, that there is 


will he saved, 


must 


One Living and true 


thus think of the Tri- 


God; " and in the 
Umlt/ of this Godhead, 


^\v.t^^ 






there are lliree Per- 

TOj(s,ofOncSubstance, 






jo v.vV 




Power, and Eternity; 


vs .• 




the Father, the Son, 


^A> J 




and the Holy Ghost." . 


tw ,1.- 




-^Article 1. 








-C*» 8*0f!ON XV. 




SECTION XV. 


Furthermore it 


isne- 


" For ihei/ are to be 


cesaary to Everlasting 


had accursed that pre- 


Salvation, that he also 


sume to say, that every , 


believe rightly the Iit- 


man shall be saved by 


eamatfon of our 


Lord 


the Law or Sect which 


^^us Christ. 




he profeaseth; so that 
lie be diligent to frame 
liis life according taihat 
Law, and the light trf 


loi.i ■■ 




nature : for Holy Scrip- 


,a iun ji"f'''' ' 




ture (loth set out unto 
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SECTION XVI. 

'^For the rig-A* Faith 
iSy that we believe and 
confess, that cmr Lord 
Jesus Christy the Son of 
Godyis God and Man. 



ns, onhf the Name of 
Jesus Christy whereby 
we must be saved,^* — 
Article 18. i 

SECTION XVI. . 

. » " The Godhead and 
Manhood were joined 
together in one Person, 
never to be divided, 
whereof is One Christ, 
very God and very 
ManJ" — Article 2. 

" Very God of Very 
God." 

*' And WBB incarnate 
by the Holy ;Gho9tk and 
was made iliait.*'-«nA(ft- 
cene Creed. 



SECTION XVII. 

-•"^^ God, of the Sub- 
stance of the Father, 

'^'b^otten before the 
iwrlds : 



J* 



SECTION XVII. 

" Thou art the jB«w- 
lasting Son of the Fa- 
ther."— TV Deum. 

"God of God," "be- 
ing of One Substance 
with the Father:* 



Ifrl 



i». ■':»'.■ / ' ■. - 
— ' .1- ;V .. 

And Man of the Sub- 
stance of his Mother^ 
borri in the world. 



" Begotten of the Fa- 
ther before aU worlds^* 
— Nicene Creed. 

" Who, by the opera* 
tion of the Holy Ghost, 
was made very Man of 
the Substance of the 
Virgin Mary His Mo- 
ther'^'^Caa^ Service. 

^^ And as at this time 
to be bom of i^^pufe 
Virgin."— Colfec^ far 
Nativity, -^See Article 
2. 



^»-». 



SSPXION XVIII. 



i"^ Peff€ctG(^2aiA.per' 
^fect Man, of a reason- 
able Sovlj and human 
Plesh subsisting. 



■» . > 



•■^ ' 



^ »r.i".. ■ 



SECTipN XVIII. * 

^^ So that two whole 
and perfect natures, 
that is to.say, the God* 
head and Manhood 
were joined together in 
One Person." — Article 
2. 

" Christ" " took 
again His body, ^dth 
fleshy bones, and all 
things pertaining to ti 

k3 



im 



s- » 



> # 



•VI 



SECTION XIX. 

Equal to the Father 
as touching His God^ 
head; and i$tferior to 
the Father as touching 
ISi^Manhood. 



perfection of Man*s na- 
ture." — Article 4. 

" Christ, ia the trutl^ 
of our nature; was 
made like unto usin^l 
things, (sin only.^Qx->. > 
ceptedO from which He t 
was clearly free, ,. both. ^ 
in His Flesh and in His 
Spirit'' — Article IS.-'-r^ 
See Section xsfUm .^ 



i^i 



i: 



SECTION XIX. 

" God of God,"; ! 
*^ without any d^gw^.' 
ence or inequcUitf^^*'^^-^^ \ 
As we have seen,^ Sech 
turn xvii. 

Inferior only in Q^' 
fice and Character , by ,' 
taking upon Him our 
nature; and for our 
sakes, and for our Sal- 
vation, consenting i/b 
suffer waAdie upoathei r 
Cross in that notvre^iv 




whicli He could not da 
in His Divine Nature, 



I SliCTlON XX. 

'Sft'ho, although He 
be God and Man, yet 
He is not Two, but One 
Christ. 

One, not by conver- 
sion of the Godliead 
into Flesh, but by tak- 
ing of the Manhood 
into God. 

One altogether, not 
by o<,!f,™« of ,ub- 
stance, but by Unity of 
Person. 

For as the reasonable 
soul and flesh is One 
Matt; so God and Man 
is One Christ. 



" Whereof is One 
Christ." — Article 1. 

" One Lord Jesus 
Christ. "—Nicene Creed 

" The eternal God, 
of one Substance with 
the Father, took Man's 
nature in the womb of 
the blessed Virgin of 
her substance. So that 
two whole and perfect 
natures, the Godliead 
and the Manhood, were 
joined together in fW 
Person, never to be di- 
vided ;" " as the reason- 
able sold and flesh is 
One Man." 



. _l,j»pcTioN xxr. 

Who suffered for our 
Salvation ; descended 
into hell ; rose again 



SECTION XXI. 

" He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was cru- 
cified, dead, and biuriec' 



im 



ihd tWrd dk^ Gidtn the 



dead: 



: ). 



*^ He ascended into 
Mefa>?ten; He sitteth on 
Hhe right hand of the 
Father, God Ahnighty ; 
fitrni whence He shall 
come to jud^the quick 
and the dead. 



ili^' 



r 






He descended into heU; 
the third' day He rose 
again from the dead." 
— Apostles^ Creed. 

" As Christ died for 
us, and waB buried, so 
also it is to be believed 
that He went dovin into 
heli:'— Article 3. 

*• He ascended into 
Heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God, 
the Father Almighty f 
from thence He shall 
come to Judge the quick 
and the dead^^ — Apos^ 
tlei Creed. 

** And ascended into 
Heaven, and sitteth im 
the right hand of the 
Father: and He shall 
come again with glory, 
to judge both t/ie quick 
andthedead" — Nicene 
Creed. 

" He ascended into 
Heaven, and there sit- 
7 
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}>. 



teth until He return to 
judge aU men, at the 
last day." — Article 4, 

** Thou dittest at the 
right hand of God^ in 
the glory of the Father.'* 

" We believe that 
Thou shalt come to 
be our Judge.'* — Te 
Deum. — See CoUects 
JbrGoodFriday,Easter 
Even, Easter Datfy and 
Sentences, Ascension 
Day, and First Sun- 
^flay in Lent. 



SECTION XXII. 

U whose coming all 
a shall rise again 
b their bodies^ and 
II give account for 
ir own works. 



SECTION XXII. 

" In sure and certain 
hope of the Resurrec- 
tion to Eternal Life, 
through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ; who shall 
change our vile bodies, 
and make them like un- 
to His glorious body, 
according to the mighty 
working whereby He is 
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able to subdue all things 
to Himself." 

*'That we, with all 
tJwse that are departed 
in the true Faith of Thy 
Holy Name, may have 
our perfect consumma* 
tion and bliss, both in 
body and soid, in Thy 
eternal and everlasting 
Kingdom.'* — Burial 
Service. 

** Blessed are the 
dead which die in tJie 
Lord'' — Burial Ser^ 
vice. 

*^ Almighty God ! give 
us grace to cast away 
the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the ar- 
mour of light, now in 
the time of this mortal 
life, (in which Thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humi- 
lity,) that in the Uist 
day, when He shall 
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• 


come again in His glo- 




rious Majesty, to judge 


•f And they that have. 


both the quick and 


done good shall go into 


dead, we may rise to 


Iffeieperlasting; 


the life immortaV^ — 


■ j ' ' ■ ' 


First Sunday in Ad^ 


■fii': ■■ 


vent. 


M* / ■ 


" Grant us grace so 




to follow thy blessed 


.j.«; 


Saints in virtuous and 


"V>^ ' 


godly livings that we 




may come to those un- 


J. 


speaJcable joySy which 


o^\* 


thou hast prepai'ed for 




them that unfeignedly 




love Thee, through Je- 


* 


sus Christ." — Collect, 


V^ 


All Saints' Day. 


«* 


** Then shall appear 


• 


the wrath of God in 


* 

* 


the day of vengeance. 


. And they that have 


which obstinate sinnets 


Ame evil, intoeverkisi- 


through the stubborn- 


i^gf^o. 


ness of their hearts 


in' 


have heaped unto them- 


V/ xi ^ 


selves, which despised 


M..>r 


the goodness, patience^ 
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and long-sufferance of 
God, when He calleth 
them continually to re- 
pentance." " O terri- 
ble voice of most juH 
judgment^ when it shall 
be said unto them, *^ go 
ye cursed into eperlast* 
ing firCy which is pre- 
pared for the devil and 
his angels." — Comm^ 
nation Service. 
This is the CathoKc^ « Blessed Lord who 
Faith ; which, except a hast caused all holy 
man believe ybi/A/«%|^ Scriptures to be writ- 
be cannot be saved, ten for our learning; 

grant that we may in 
such wise hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and 
comfort of thy holy 
Word, we may embrace 
and holdfast the bless- 
ed hope of Everlasting 
Life, which thou hast 
given us in our Saviour 




'-('For, glory be to the 
PiUher, and to the Son, 



Jesus Christ." — Am 
Second Sunday in Ad- 
vent. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at thy first coining. 



and to the Holy Gliast. didst send thy 
As it toas in the Be- sengcr, to prepare thy 
ginning, is now, and way before Thee: grant 
ever shall be, world that the ministers and 
, nathotct end. Amen. stewards of thy mys- 
teries, may likewise so 
prepare and make ready 
thy way, by turning 
the hearts of the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom 
of the Jiist, that at thy 
second coming tojmlge 
the world, we may be 
found an acceptable 
people in Thy sight, 
who livest and rcignest 
with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, ever One 
God, world without 
end. Amen, 



* Tlie peace of Cod, which passeth all i 



IftO 

derstandmg, ke^p oiv hearts and minds- in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of His' Son, 
Jesus Christ our 'Lord : and the bleiSsing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the -Holy 
Ghost, be amongst us, and remain with us air- 
way»»" Amen. 



ATHANASII 
SYMBOLUM LATINE, 

LINGUA EQUIDEM NATIVA, EXHIBITUM. 



1 . QurccJMQUE vult salvus esse, ante omnia opus 
est ut teneat Catholicam Fidem. 

2. Quam nisi quisque integram inviolatamqiite 
servaverit> absque dubio in seternum peribit. 

3. Fides autem Catholica hsec est, ut Unum 
Deum in Trinitate, et Trinitatem in Unitate ve- 
neremur: '^ 

4<. N^que confundentes Personas, neque Suo- 
stantiam separantes. o • 



HI 

5. Alia est enim Persona Patris, alia Filii, 
alia Spiritfts Sancti. 

6. Sed Patiis et Filii et Spiritlls Sancti, una 
est Divinitas, tequalia Gloria, co-seterna Mar- 
jestas. 

7. Qualis Pater, Talis Filius, Talis et Spiritus 
Sanctus. 

8. Increatus Pater, inereatus Filius, increatus 
et Spiritus Sanctus. 

9. Immensus Pater, immensus Filius, im- 
mensus et Spiritus Sanctus. 

10. jEternus Pater, leternus Filius, seternua 
et Spiritus Sanctus. 

11. Et tamen non Trea Eeterni, sed Unus 
EEternus. 

13. Sicut non Tres increati, non Tres immen- 
si, sed Unus increatus et Unus immensus. 

13. Similiter, omnipotens Pater, omnipotens 
Filius, omnipotens et Spiritus Sanctus. 

14. Et tamen non Tres omnipotentcs, sed 
Unus omnipotens. 

15. Ita Dcus Pater, Deus Filius, Beus et 
Spiritus Sanctus. 

^ 16, Et tamen non Tres Dei, sed Unus est 
Deus. 




17. Ita Dominus Pater, Dominue Filius, Do- 
minus Ct Spiritus Sanctus. 

18. Et tamen non Tres Dominij sed Unua 
est Dominus. 

19. Quia sicut sirigillatim unaiuquamque 
Personam et Deum et Dominum confiteri Christi- 
ana veritate compellimur; ita Tres Deos, aut 
Dominos dicere Catholica Religione prohibemur. 

20. Pater a nullo est factus, nee creatua, nee 
genitus. 

21. Filius a Patre solo est, non factus, nee 
creatus, sed genitus. 

22. Spiritus Sanctus a Patre et Filio, non 
iactus, nec creatus, nee genitua est, eed pro- 
cedens. 

23. UnuB ergo Pater, non Tres Patrea ; Unua 
Filius, non Tres Filii ; Unus Spiritus Sanctus, 
non Tres Spiritus Sancti, 

24. Et in hac Trinitate nihil prius, aut pos- 
terius, nihil majus aut minus, sed totse Tres 
Personie co-fflternae sibi sunt, et co-iequalea. 

25. Ita ut per omnia, sicut jam supra dictum 
est, et Unitas in Trinitate, et Trinitas in Unitate 
Teiwranda sit. 




2G, Qui vult ergo salvus esse ita de Trlnitate 
sentiat. 

37, Sed necessarium est ad sternam SEtlutem, 
ot Incarnationem quoque Domini nostri Jesu 
Christi fideliter credat. 

28. Est ergo Fides recta, ut credamus et con- 
fitearaur, quod Dominua Noster Jesus Christus 
Dei Filias, Deus pai'iter et Homo est, 

29. Deus est ex Substantia Patiis ante SEecula 
genitus : Homo ex Substantia Matris in esculo 

30. Perfectus Deus, perfectus Homo ex anima 
ratioiiali et humana carne subsistens. 

31. jEqualis Patri secundum Divinitatem: 
Minor Patre secundum Humanitatem. T 

32. Qui licet Deus sit et Homo, non duo 
tamen, sed unus est Christus. 

33. Unus autem non conversione Divinitatie 
in carnem, sed adsumptione Humanitatis in 
Deitm. 

3'1'. Unus omnino, non eonfusione Substantia;, 
sed unitate Fersonee. 

S5. Nam sicut anima ratjonalia et caro unus 

est Homo ; ita Deus et Homo unus est Chiistus. 

H> 7 
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36. Qui passus est pro salute nostra^ descen- 
dit ad Inferos, tertia die resurrexit a mortuis. 

37. Ascendit ad Ccelos, sedet ad dexteram 
Patris ; inde venturus judicare vivos et mortuos. 

38. Ad cujus adventum omnes homines re- 
surgere habent cum corporibus suis, et reddituri 
sunt de factis propriis rationem. 

39. Et qui bona egerunt, ibunt in vitam 
setemam, qui vero mala^ in ignem aBtemum» 

40. Hsec est Fides Catholica^ quam nisi 
quisque fideliter, firmiterque crediderit, salvus 
esse non poterit. 

Gloria Patri^ et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto : 
Sicut erat in principio et nunc et semper, et 
in perpetua sscula. Amen. 
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